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Cap. 111. 

A LAW TO AMEND AND CONSOLIDATE THE IRRIGATION LAW! 
8 of 56. [22nd April, 1938.J 
Shorttitle- 1. This Law may be cited as the Irrigation Divisior 

( V i l l a g e s )  Law. 
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Interpreta- 
tion. 2. In this Law- 

“ Commissioner ” means the Commissioner of the 
district within which the irrigation division has been 
formed; 

‘‘ committee ” means a committee formed under the 
provisions of this Law to act in the irrigation division 
for which it has been so formed; 

“ irrigation division ” means an irrgation division 
formed by the proprietors in a village or quarter of a 
village or group of villages under the provisions of this 
Law, operating within such village or quarter or group 
of villages ; 

“ irrigation works ” include all wells, bores, reser‘ 
voirs, dams, weirs, tanks, cisterns, tunnels, filter beds, 
conduits, aqueducts, mains, pipes, fountains, sluices, 
valves, pumps, cliannels, engines and all other struc- 
tiires or appliances used or constructed under the 
provisions of this Law for the storage, conveyance, 
supply, distribution, measurement or regulation of 
water and all works for or in connection with the 2of8/56. 
protection of lands from flood, water-logging or 
erosion ; 

“ land ” means land (with grazing rights over such 
land), buildings, trees, easements, standing crops and 
water or water rights and includes land belonging to 
any ecclesiastical or pious foundation ; 

“proprietor” means an owner of land situated 
within a village or quarter of a village or group of 
villages which is benefited or is capable of being 
benefited by any irrigation works. 

3. I t  shall be lawful for the Commissioner of any district Meeting of 
proprietors. at his own instance or on the application in writing of not 

less than ten proprietors in any village or quarter of a 
village or group of villages as to him inay appear likely to be 
benefited by any irrigation works, to call a public meeting 
of the proprietors of such Jillage or quarter or group of 
villages for the purpose of determining *hether an irrigation 
division shall be formed for all or any of the following 
purposes- 

(a) the constructioq improvement, maintenance or 
repair of any irrigation works lying wholly or in 
part within the lands of such village or quarter 
or group of villages; 
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Notice of 
public 
meeting, 

(b) the protection of common waters or watercourses 
and for the regulatim of the iise thereof; 

(c) the maintenance or protection of the water rights of 
the proprietors. 

4. The Commissioner shall at  least one month before the 
holding of a public meeting cause a notice to be posted in 
a conspicuoix place in every village or qiiarter of a village 
likely to be affected by any irrigation works, stating the day 
and place appointed for holding the meeting and the object 
thereof, and calling upon all proprietors in such village or 
quarter to attend in person or by proxy appointed in 
writing, at  the meeting. 

Proceedings 5. The Commissioner shall preside a t  every public 
at the public 
meeting. meeting SO convened which shall be held at  the time and 

place appointed, and at  such a meeting the proprietors or 
the authorized proxies thereof who are present shall decide 
by majority as provided in section 7- 

(a) whether an irrigation division shall be formed; and 
(b) the purpose or piirposes for which such division 

( c )  the village or quarter of a village or villages which 
shall be formed; and 

shall be comprised in the irrigation division. 

Right to 
vote. 

Majority 
required at 
a public 
meeting. 

Power to 
Commis- 
sioner to 
adjourn 
public 
meeting. 

6. If at any public meeting any qiw’stion is raised as to kh> 
right of any person to vote, the Commissioricr n1;ty f l i ~ ~ f -  
and then make such inquiry as he may deem reqi i rskc 
and declare whether the person has the right of v/otinc lx 
not and the decision so made shall be final and an eirtry 
shall be made in the minutes of the meeting of any ;.uch 
question and of the decision thereon. 

, .  

7. All questions or resolutions proposed at  any yuuJic 
meeting shall be determined by a majority of the persons 
present and entitled to vote. 

8. The Commissioner may at  his discretion adjoiirn any 
public meeting iron1 tim: to tiriic to a date and place to be 
publicly declared by him at the iiiceling or the adjourned 
meeting and no further notice thcre,)f +all be necessary : 

Provided that at any adjourned n:chcating no object which 
was not contained in the notice convening the public ineeting 
shall be discussed or considered. 
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9. The Coini;iissioner shall keep or cause to be kept E;;:;::gs 
ininntes of the proccechgs at  every public meeting and at a public 
shall enter or cause to be entercd therein the qiiestions or 
resolutions proposed thereat and the number of votes 
g i l m  for and against thein and sliall at the close of the 
ilieeting sign the minutes and publicly declare the result 
of votes given and sliall cause copies of the minutes certified 
~ n d e r  liis hand to be transmitted to the Adriiinistrative 
Secretary . 

14). (1) If the p1-0~ )rietors or the authorized proxies Election committee. of 

thereof decide at  a 1xthlic meeting to form an irrig a t' ion 
division, they shall proceed as hereinafter pro1;ided to 
elect a coiiiiiiittee of not less than t e and not 1:iore than 

lis from among the yropr rs in siicli village or 
er of a village or villages as may be comprised in the 
tion division, to serve iipon the committee. 

Every election for ii proprietor who may be proposed 
econded as a candidate st the nreeting at which the 

open vote to be taken by the 
ssioner in such manner as to him shall appear 

(3) All yroprietors present or the authorized proxies 
thereof sliall Be entitled to give one vote for each candidate 
whom they wish to  be elected. 
(4) At the conclusion of the voting the Cornniissioner 

shall connt the votes and the candidates who have received 
the greatest nnmber oi votes sliall be declared to be elected 
as the coniniittee and shall hold office for such period, not 
exceeding three years, as the committee may by rules 
prescribe. 

(5) In case a person elected as a member of the corn- 
niittee declines to act, the person who received the greatest 
number of votes next to such candidate shall he appointed 
by the Commissioner to be a member of the coinmittee in 
the place of the candidate so declining to act. 

(6) In case the number o€ candidates proposed and 
elected as niembers of the comniittee is not greater than 
the number of persons required as metnberx of the com- 
mittee and one or more of them decliiies to act, the Coni- 
missioner shall nominate another proprietor or proprietors 
to be a member or members of the committee in his or 
their place. 

is held, shall be 
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l'ower to 
Commis- 
sioner to 
dismiss 
committees 
or any 
membcr 
thereof. 

Vacancies 
in a 
committee. 

General 
powers of 
committee. 

2 of 6/49. 

(7) In addition to the elected inembers the mukhtar of 
the village shall be an ex of'cio member of the committee: 

Provided-- 
(a) that where there is in a village a Christian and a 

Moslem niulthtar, both such mukhtars shall be 
ex ofjcio members of the cominittee; and 

(b )  that where there are in a village more than one 
Christian niukhtar or more than one Molslem 
mukhtar or where an irrigation division is 
formed by a group of villages, the Commissioner 
may appoint such multhtar or mukhtars of the 
village or villages concerned as to him may seem 
fit to be ex osficio member or niembers of the 
committee. 

(8) The Commissioner shall be the Chairman of the 
committee with a right to vote on all questions and in case 
of equality of votes he shall have a casting vote in addition 
to his own vote. 

11. If it appears to the Gorniiiissioner that a coniinittct' 
elected under the provisions of section 10 or any nivmbei 
thereof has been guilty of a grave breach of duty lie x a y  
dismiss such committee or nieni1)er from oilficc arid al)ppoirit 
such person or persons as he may think fit to fill any ~rac:anc.>' 
thereby caused and such person or persons shall h l d  ofaicti 
until such time as a new committee may in due ~01~7-':e ) I (  

elected in accordance with the rules of the irrig:iklo\, 
division. 

12. If any vacancy occiirs in a coniniittec othcru iw tl m t i  

through the dismissal by the Commissioner of cl Iiit.:iii Ire1 
under the provisions of section 11, it shall be filled b y  the 
election of a proprietor by the remaining members thereof 

13. (1) The Committee shall have the general supervisioii 
and control of the irrigation works and may, subject t o  the 
consent of the Comniissioner- 

(a) contract a loan for any purpose approved by the 
Commissiorier in connection with the operations 
of the irrigation division ; 

(b )  appoint fit and competent persons to carry out m y  
work in connection with the irrigatioii works 
within the irrigation divisioii. 

(2) For the purpme of securing thc paynient of tlie 
principal and interest of any loan, a Committee shall have 
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and shall be deeined always to  have had the power to 
mortgage to the lender any irrigation works or other 
property of tlie irrigation division and any rates or charges 
payable under the provisions of this Law. 

14. Upon the formatioil of a corninittee the Cornmissioner g:~;; 
shall prescribe- prescribe the 

procedure, 
etc., at the 
meetings 
of the 

(a)  the procedure to be followed; and 
(b )  the practice to be observed; and 
(c) the nimber of persons required to form a quorum; committee. 

at  the meetings thereof. 

15. The coniiriittee as soon as possible after its forination Committee 
shall prepare a list of the names and residences of the listof to prepare 

proprietors and of tlie lands and extent thereof which are proprietors 
to be benefited or are capable of being benefited by the and lands. 

irrigation works. 

16. (1) The list in section 15 mentioned, when made, shall L=L=2;:;d 
be signed by the Chairman and the coininittee and shall be posted. 
posted in a conspicuous place in the village or quarter of a 
village or villages affected thereby. 

(2) Any person who objects to such list or whose rights 
are affected thereby may at any time within ten days from 
the date on which the list has been posted as aforesaid lodge 
his objection in writing with the Commissioner who shall 
decide upon the same and such decision shall be final and 
conclusive unless the person making the objection applies, 
within one week from the notification to him of the decision 
of the Commissioner, to the Governor for revision of same. 

(3) The decision of the Governor on any such application 
for revision shall be final and conclusive. 
(4) After all objections, if any, have been heard and 

determined such list shall be final and conclusive in respect 
of all matters therein, and a copy thereof signed by the 
chairman and -the committee shall be kept by the Coni- 
missioner. 

(5)  In any proceeding in which any question may arise 
as to any of the contents of such list a certificate under the 
hand of the Commissioner shall be received in all Courts 
of Law as conclusive evidence of the contents thereof. 

(6) The list shall be examined annually by the committee 
who shall have power to  amend the same and the procedure 
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provided in this Law for the making of, and the objections 
to, the original list shall be observed in all respects in case of 
any such amendment. 

Rules. 17. (1) The committee shall at a meeting convened for 
the purpose by the Commissioner draw up Rules for carrying 
out the purposes for which the irrigation division has been 
formed under the provisions of this Law (hereinafter 
referred to as " the Rules "). 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality 
of the foregoing power the Rules may- 

(a) fix the period of office of the committee; 
(b)  provide for the appointment of a treasurer and of 

such other officers as may be required and for the 
remuneration, if any, of such officers and 
prescribe the duties of such officers; 

(c) prescribe the maximum rates or charges which 
shall be levied on and paid by the proprietors 
mentioned in the list as finally settled in accord- 
ance with the provisions of section 16 for any 
purpose approved by the Commissioner in 
connection with the operations of the irrigation 
division provision for which is made in any 
estimates approved by the Commissioner : 

Provided always that in prescribing such 
rates or charges regard shall be had to the 
proportion of the benefit derived or which 
could be derived by any proprietor or land 
from the irrigation works; 

(d )  prescribe the manner in which and the date or 
dates upon which such rates or charges shall 
be levied and paid; 

(e) prescribe the date by which in each year the list 
shall be examined by the committee under 
section 16 (6); 

cf) prescribe the date by which the annual estimates of 
the irrigation division shall be submitted to the 
Commissioner for approval ; 

(g) regulate the use of the water and the proportion in 
which water conveyed by the irrigation works 
shall be distributed; 

(h) prescribe the manner in which the dissolution of the 
irrigation division may be decided upon, the 
procedure to be followed therefor and provide 



I K H I G A ~ I O A V  I)IVISIUNS (I’ILLAGES). [CAP. 342. 9 

for the disposal of any moneys in the hands of the 
committec or tlic treasurer at the time of such 
dissolution. 

18. (I) The Rules when made shall be signed by the %&gon& 
Chairman and the committee and shall be posted in a posted. 
conspicuous place in the village or quarter of a village or 
villages affected thereby. 

(2) Within one month froin the date of the first posting of 
the Rules any person who objects to any of the Rules may 
apply to the Governor for the amendment and rectification 
of the same. 

(3) The Governor shall consider such application and his 
clvcision thereon shall be final and conclusive. 

(4) If as a result of a decision by the Governor it becomes 
necessary to amend and rectify the Rules the Governor 
shall forthwith amend and rectify the same in such manner 
as he shall think fit and shall make such adjustments in all 
or any of the Rdes as such amendment and rectification 
may necessitate and which the Governor under the cir- 
cu~nstances shall deem right and proper. 

19. After all objections, if any, have been considered and :;$;s;&b;n 
detcnriined the Rules shall be published in the Gazette and Gazette. 

theseiipon shall be binding and conclusive in respect of all 
matters therein. 

20. The Rules iiiay be amended from time to time by the Amendment 
committee and the procedure provided in this Law for the Of 

making of, and the objections to, the original Rules shall 
be observed in all respects in case of any such amendment. 

21. If tlie rates or charges prescribed under the Kules are l’ailure t o  

not paid on the date or dates in the Rules prescribed tlie ~ ~ y C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s  
amount thereof shall be increased by twenty-five per centum in time. 
and tlie original rates or charges together with such increase 
shall be due and recoverable as hereinafter provided. 

22. (1) The Comptroller of Inland Revenue sliall, upon Collection of 
receipt of a certificate under the hand of the Coriiniissioncr gzg::d 
that any rates or charges specified in such certificate payable 2 o~6;44. 
under this Law though properly due by the persons named 
in such certificate are still unpaid, issue a warrant authoriz- 

c.-VI. kl 
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ing the collection of such rates or charges together with any 
increase due under section 21 : 

Provided- 
(a) that the Commissioner may, whenever he sees fit, 

order the postponement of the issue and if issued 
the postponement of the execution of the 
warrant until such time as he may order ; and 

(b)  that such warrant when issued under such order 
as aforesaid shall operate in all respects as if it 
had issued immediately in default of payment. 

(2) Every such warrant shall be in the like form, witlti the 
necessary modifications, as a warrant issued under the 
Tax Collection Law, and shall be enforced and the like pro- 
ceedings may be had thereon as it if were a warrant issued 
under the said Law. 

(3) All moneys recovered under any such warrant shall 
be paid to the treasurer of the committee to which the rates 
or charges in respect of which the warrant was issued J W * ~  
due and unpaid. 

Cap. 329. 

Loans to 

due and 
payableon 

23. (1) IJpon the dissolution of an irrigation division and 
notwithstanding anything contained in this Law or any 
Rules made thereunder, the whole of any loan or advance* 
and every instalment thereof then due and owing by lm e:& 
behalf of such irrigation division and whether made under 
this Law or under any of the repealed Laws (whilst such 
Laws were in force) shall become due and payable to the 
lender. 

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this section-. 

Law, 1887, and the Irrigation Laws, 1931 and 1934. 

become 

dissolution. 
3 of6149. 

“ repealed Laws ” means the Irrigation and Water 

Estimates. 24. The committee shall, as soon as possible after its 
formation and annually thereafter, submit to the Commis- 
sioner for his approval estimates of the expenditure which 
it is proposed to incur on behalf of the irrigation division 
during the ensuing year, together with a statement of the 
division’s estimated receipts and of the rates or charges 
which it is proposed to levy upon the proprietors in respect 
of the same period. 

Audit. 25. (1) The accounts of every irrigation division shall be 
audited at such time as the Commissioner may from1 time 
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to time require and by such person as the Coiiimissioner may 
appoint and the treasurer of the committee shall be bound 
to produce to such person all the books and accounts of the 
irrigation division. 

(2) There shall be paid by the coniniittee of every irriga- 
tion division such audit fee as the Commissioner iiiay from 
time to time direct. 

(3) The report of the person appointed to audit the 
accounts of an irrigation division under subsection (1) shall 
be forwarded to the Commissioner who shall cause a copy 
of the same to be posted in a conspicuous place in the 
village or quarter of the village concerned or in the case of 
a group of villages, a copy thereof in each of the villages 
concerned. 

26. (1) If after the receipt of the auditor's report it Power to 

the funds of the irrigation division has been irregularly or surclmrge. 
irnproperly expended he may surcharge the person respon- 
sible for such expenditure with the repayment of such slim 
to the funds of the irrigation division and shall by notifica- 
tion in writing call upon the person so surcharged to make 
good the sum within such period of time as may be specified 
in the notification. 

(2) If the person so surcharged does not make good the 
sum within the period of time specified in the notification, 
it shall be recoverable from the defaulter as a civil debt at 
the suit of the Commissioner. 

appears to the Commissioner that any sum forming part of sioner Commis- to 

Money to be 
27. All moneys in the hands of thc trcasurer of the d eposited in 

missioner may direct. directions of 

committee shall be deposited in such place as the Coni- %?dance 

the Com- 
missioner. 

) J  irrigation 28. An irrigation division formed under section 10 shall Nameof 
bear the name " Irrigation Division of (inserting division. 
the name or names of the village or quarter of the village or 
villages which are comprised in the irrigation division). 

29. All actions or other legal proceedings brought by or -4~:;:;~~ 
against an irrigation division shall be brought by or against proceedings. 
the treasurer of the Committee of such division as represent- 
ing the proprietors thereof. 

kl (2) 
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I’ouer t o  
Governor 
in Council 
to ordrr 
dissolu t ic I n  
of an 
irrigation 
division. 

S ii per - 
session ol 
commil tw .  

30. Notwithstantling an\rtliing contained in an)’ liiiles, 
the ~ o \ w n o r  in ~ o i i n c i ~  niav orc~er 11ic dissoliition of any 
irrigation (Iivisioti a i i d  mav &\-c siicli tlirections as lie inay 
t t1 i111i  lit \\.it 11 rcy.prc1 to‘ t lie l~-occc~iire to IIC followed 
coiiseqiiviit 111)oii siic.11 order and for the disposal of any 
nioiic~\’s in  t I i c  Iiaiicts of tlic coniiiiittce and the trcwmrer at 
t I i c  tiiiic of siicli cIissoliition. 

31. (1) lYlicr(~ it is niatlc to appear to tlie Governor that 
tlie coniiiiit tc.c of aiiv irrigation tlilision is not discharging 
its duties 1)ro1)crly, hc may, by Order published in the 
Gazette, dissolve ‘t lie conimittee and appoint a suitable 
person or p(:Isons to manage the affairs of the irrigation 
division for aiiy period specified in the Order. 

(2) Any person or p c w m  appointed imder this section 
sliall lie i in~stet l  with all powers and sliall have the same 
rights and duties as po ssed by the coinniittee of the 
irrigation division under this Law or any Rides relating to 
siich irrigation division. 

(3) The Comniissioner sliall at the expiry of the period of 
office of any person or persons appointed under subsection (1) 
of this section arrange for tlie election of a new committee 
in accordance with this Law or any Rules made in that 
behalf. 

32. ll%encver it sliall be made to appear to the Governor 
that land is requircd for the carrying out of any irrigation 
works under this J A W  aiid there is a hindrance to the 
acqiiisition thereof, the Go\-ernor inay delcare that the land 
is nccded for a 1)ublic purpose, and may order proceedings 
to be taken for acquiring the same a i d  for determining the 
comj)ensation to be paid to the parties interested in accord- 
ance n.itli any Law in force for the time being providing for 
the acquisition of land for piblic purposes. 

33. :lny person appointed by the committee foir tlic 
prpose  of carrying 011 t any lvork under the provisions of 
this JAW or any Rules ma& thereunder may, by himself, 
.his agents or contractors, after giving notice to the mukhtar 
of the village or quarter of the village, enter upon any lands 
sitiiated within siicli \rillage or qiiarter for the piirposc of 
carrying oiit tlic work, ant1 do all things necessary for 
carrying it o u t ,  and ciit down or reiiiove all siich trees, 
hedges, \valls 01. otlicr things as it inay appear to him 
necessary to cut tlowii or i.eiiio\~ for the piirpose of carry- 
ing oiit tlie work. 
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34. (I) For all property destroyed or damaged in  csercisc EYF'r- 
of the powers conferred by section 33, co~npensation shall paid. 
be made to the owner thereof by the proprietors. 

(2) Any person claiming coinlwnsation in respect of any 
such property shall give notice in writing thereof to tlie 
mukhtar of the village or the qwirter of the village in which 
the property is situate within thirty days of the destruction 
or damage. 

(3) The nature and amount of conipensation and the pro- 
portion in which each proprietor shall contribute thereto 
shall be determined by the niuklitar and azas of the village 
or the quarter of the village in which the property is situate 
within fourteen days of the date of the receipt by the 
mukhtar of the notice in subsection (2) mentioned. 

(4) The decision of the niuklitar and azas in each case 
shall be reduced to writing in chplicate, and each copy 
thereof shall be signed or sealed by the mukhtar and azas. 
One of the copies shall be forwarded to the Coinmissioner of 
the district and the other shall be given to the person 
claiming conipensat ion. The decision shall also be published 
in the village in such manner as the inukhtar and azas shall 
think fit. 

(5) If the mukhtar and azas fail to lmforni the duties 
iriiposed on them by thc preceding siibsection, the Coni- 
inissioner may, on tlie request of any pcrson affected, 
appoint two persons (hereinafter referred to as " tlw 
referees ") to settle the nature and aniount of the coiiipensa- 
tion to be made under the provisions of this section. 

(6) 'The referees shall forthwith proceed to settle the 
nature and amount of the compensation; and if they 
cannot agree the matter shall be referred to thc I )irc:ctor of 
Lands and Surveys or his duly authorized representati\-c: 
as umpire. 

(7) The decision of the referecs or of t i l e  Ilirector of 
Lands and Surveys, or his duly mi t liorizctl rt~l)rcseiitative, 
as the case may be, shall be rcdiicctl to-\\ riting in chipliwftc 
and each copy thereof signed by the referees or the 
impire, and oiie copy thereof s1i:;ll lw fol-ivw-ded to the 
Coinmissioner aiid tliv otlicr >hal l  t)c> g i \ w  to the person 
claiming coinpensat i o n .  'llw t l w i 4 o n  ~ 1 1 : t l l  also be piiblished 
in the village in wcli  iiiniiiic'r ;is tEw Comniis.;ioner shall 
think fit .  










