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Short title. 1. This IAV. 1113~ be cited as the Submarine Telegraph 
Ida\\.. 

Interpre- 2. In this La\v--- 
“ xilaster ” includes cvery person having command or 

charge of a \.esse1 ; 
“ vessel ” means every description of vessel used in 

na\.igation in whatever way it is propelled; and any 
reference to a vessel shall include a reference to a boat 
belonging to it. 

tation. 

Col~firlllatio1~ 3. Siibjcxct t o  tlre pro\-isioiis of this Law the articles of the 
11011 Con\-entioii o f  the 14th of  March, 1884, set out in the 
First First Sc.lwdiilc. mid refcrrcd to in this Law as the Conven- 

tion, and also thc lkclaration set out in the Second 
S&.dulc.. Schedule, sliall be of thc sainc force as if they were enacted 

in thc 1)ody of this Law. 

o f  (‘onvc~n- 

Sclicdule. 
St-cond 



(2) Any person who acts or attempts to act i n  coiiir‘Lvtsii 
tion of this section shall be guilty of an offenct., ant1 I ~ I  

convict ion- 
((7) if tie acted wilfully, shall be 1ial)le to inipiisonriieI : 

for a term not exceeding t\vo \-e,irs and to a f i l i r  

in lieu of or in addition to siich imprisonment , 

and 
( b )  if lie acted by culpable negligence, shall be liable 1 ti 

iniyrisonxiient for a term not esceeciing tlir t>cs 

months, and to a fine not esceecling tncnti  
pounds either in lieu of or in addition to  siicli 
i nipison men t . 

(3) \\‘htw a pcrson does an\’ act jiitli the object of 
prewnring the life or limb of liin&lf or- of ani.  otlwi- p c r ~ o i ~ .  
or of prcsen-ing the \-esse1 to \ \ I ~ i c l i  lie Iwloiig, OI  < L I ~ \  other 
1 essel, arid takcs all re:isonal)le precautions to  ;i\ o i c l  injiii J. 
to a submaline cablc, he shall not be deemed to 11ai.e actet1 
nnlai\,fully and wilfiill\~ \vithiri the meaning of tlii.; bection. 
(4) A person shall not be (leemet1 to ha\-e unla\\ tully and 

\I ilfiilly lw,>ken or injured a n j  submarine (-able, 11 1ii.ic. in t l ic.  
horzn j d t .  attempt to repair another submarine cablch injur\- 
has becn donc to tllc iirst nientioned cable, or i t  lias bcc>ri 
Ilrolien ; but this dial1 not apply so as to esernpt ll~ril f i  ci :  I I 

 an^- liability under this Lan. 01- otherwista to paj’ thr. rest 01 

repairing such breakage or injury. 
(5 )  Any person who in any manner prociires. ( ounsel.;, 

aids, abets, or is accessory to tlic cwniniissioii of  an\^ OfCeTic’r 
under this section, shall be liable to be tried and pinislit~tl 
for the offence as if he had becn guilty as a principal. 

5. (1) All s~ic.11 ICcgulations as shall from time to tinw 1 x 3  \l,l,ii l ~ t , l l i  

made by Her Majesty in Coiincil, for carrj,ing i n t o  c t i  c.t ;;:>‘;; ;,;j~~ 
Articles 5 and 0 of the Convention shall l i a \ ~  the saiiie folcc. , ~ ~ l t ~ l l l K  

in Cyprus as if they formed part of this J .aw;  and <j i i ) -  
person guilty of a breach of sucli Rc.gulationb slrall Iw h b l e  .rlr l l  t ,  ()t  

to a fine not exceeding twenty poiiiids or to ini1)risoimeii~ ( O1l\t‘lltlt)ll 

not exceeding two months. 
(2) If any vessels engaged i n  the laying or I-cpairing of ;t 

submarine cable to which the Convention for the time bci~ig 

\ r 1 1 1  I t s 5  i 
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applies, interfere$ contrary to the said Regulations or articles 
with ma; vessel engaged in fishing, or id the operations of any 
1 t'.-wl in connection with any such submarine cable are 
.;a.iiLi~lly delayed so as to interfere with sea fishing, the 
n r a ' $ + x  of the vessel, or the owner thereof, if it appear that 
l i t  \$;as in fault, shall be deemed guilty of a breach of the 
said Regulations, and may be punished accordingly. 

I cnvero of . (I) For the purpose of carrying into effect the 
tcrelgn Conl.-cntion, a person commanding a ship of war of Her 
~1lsers Majesty or of any foreign state for the time being bound by 

the Convention, or a ship specially commissioned for the 
pi~qiose of the Convention by IIer blajesty or by the 
Go\"ernnien t of such foreign state, inay exercise and perform 
the po;~eis and duties vested in and imposed on him b> 
ally article in the First Schedule. 

( 2 )  An\- person who obstructs any such officer in such 
eserciw 61- performance, or refubes or neglects to comply 
with an\. demand or direction lawfullj- made or given bj' 
him in im-suancr of this Law, shall be liable to a fine not 
exceeding fifty 1~)111i(ls. or to bc imprisoned for a term not 
exceeding two 1i1on t1i.s. 

(3) An!- action, prosecution, or proceeding against any 
officer for ,inv act donc in pir~i ia i ice  or execution or intended 
executioii of this La\;, oi 111 ics lwt  of anv alleged ncglect 
or default in the execution of this Law, &all not lie or be 
institii tcd unless it is conimenced within twell-e months 
next a f t (  I- the act, neglect. or default cornplained of. 

13, :Ish and 

(4) In any such action tender of amends before the action 
\ \as commenced mav, in lieu of or in addition to any other 
I'lea, be pkaded. If the action was commenced after such 
tender, or is proceeded with after payment into court of any 
money in satisfaction of the plaintiff's claim, and the plaintiff 
does not recover more than the sum tendered or paid, he 
shall not recover any costs incurred after such tender or 
payment, and the defendants shall be entitled to costs, 
to be taxed as between solicitor and client as from the time 
of s1,1( ?I tciider or pa1ment. 

(5) .lriy s1ic.h action may be brought i i i  ;my llistrict Court 
in Cyg)ms. 

( ) k l c  iitc 

t ~ c ~ I n e t l  
'lave bee*' 

7. For tliv piir1)ose of gi\-ing jurisdictioJ1 under this Law, 
c\ ery ofienco shall be deemed to Iiave heen coniinitted and 
e\.ery caiisc of coiii1jlaint to have arisen either in the place in 

wli t w  

oinmitted. 
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which it was actuallycommitted or arose, or in any place 
in which the offender or person complained against may be. 

has jurisdiction under this Law is situate on the sea-coast iflngoff 
every such Court shall for the purposes of this Law have mast. 

8. In all cases where any district within which any Court iva urisdictaon ships 

PI. Nothing in this Law shall prevent army person fror 
being liable to any proceeding, punishment or penalty othea 

. ~ i r a g ~ .  
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than is provided for any offence by this Law, so that no 
person be punished twice for the same offence; and nothing 
in this Law, nor any proceedings ivith respcct to any matter 
therein mentioned, shall exempt a person from any liability 
in any action with reference to the same matter, so that no 
person shall be required to pay compensation twice in respect 
of the same injury. 

Service. 2. Service of any suinmoiis or other matter in any legal 
proceedings under this Law shall be good service if made 
personally on the person to be served, or at  his last place of 
abode; or if made by leaving it for him on board any ship 
to which he may belong, with the person being or appearing 
to be in command or charge of the ship. 

13. Any Court imposing any penalty 11nder this Law may, 
if it thinks fit, direct the whole or any part thereof to be 
applied in compensating any person for any wrong, or 
damage which he niay have sustained by the act of default 
in respect of which the penalty is imposed, or to be applied 
in or towards payment of the expenses of the proceedings ; 
and, subject to such directions or specific application as 
aforesaid, all such penalties recovered under this Law 
shall be paid into the Ikpartment of the Accountant- 
General and form part of the public revenue of Cypqus. 

\ppllcatlon 
o f  penalties 

Continuance 14. If the Convention ceases to be binding on Her of Law. 
Majestv, . 1  this Law shall cease to he of any effect. 

-- 
FIRST SCHEDULE. 

(Sectiolz 3.) 

SI'B3I.4KINE ' hLECRAPHS (h.UVE?;TIO?i. 

Convention for the presertvation of telegrapliic communications by 
means of submarine telegraphs made on the 14th of March, 1884, between 
Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Empress of India, His Majesty the German Emperor, King of 
Prussia, His Excellency the President of the Argentine Confederation, 
His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, King of Bohemia, &c., and Apostolic 
King of Hungary, His Majesty the King of the Belgians, His Majesty the 
Emperor of Brazil, His Excellency the President of the Republic of 
Costa Rica, His Majesty the King of Dcnniark, His Exccllency the 
President of the Dominican Republic, His Majesty the King of Spain, 
His Excellency the President of the United States of America, His 
Excellency the President of the United States of Colombia, His Excellency 
the President of the French Republic, His Excellency the Presidcnt of the 
Republic of Guatemala, His Majesty the King of the Hellenes, His 
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Majesty the King of Italy, His Majesty the Emperor of the Ottomans, 
His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, Grand Duke of Luxemburg, 
His Majesty the Shah of Persia, His Majesty the King of Portugal and 
the Algarves, His Majesty the King of Roumania, His Majesty the 
Emperor of all the Russias, His Excellency the President of the Republic 
of Salvador, His Majesty the King of Servia, His Majesty the King of 
Sweden and of Norway, and His Excellency the President of the Oriental 
Republic of the Uruguay. 

The following is an English translation of the Convention with the 
omission of the formal beginning and end:- I 

Article 1. 
The present Convention applies outside territorial waters to all legally 

established submarine cables landed on the territories, colonies, or 
possessions of one or more of the High Contracting Parties. 

i lrt iclc 2. 
It is a punishable offence to break or injure a submarine cable, wilfully 

or by a culpable negligence, in such manner as might interrupt or obstruct 
telegraphic communication, either wholly or partially, such punishment 
being without prejudice to any civil action for damages. 

'This provision does not apply to cases where those who break or injure 
a cable do so with the lawful object of saving their lil-es or their ship, after 
they have taken every necessary precaution to avoid so breaking or 
in juring the cable. 

rlrticle 3. 
The High Contracting Parties undertake that, on granting a concession 

for landing a submarine cable, they will insist, so far as possible, upon 
proper measures of safety being taken, both as regards the track of the 
cable and its dimensions. 

Article 4. 
The owner of a cable who, on laying or repairing his own cable, breaks 

or injures another cable, must bear the cost of repairing the breakage or 
injury, without prejdice to the application, if need be, of Article 2 of the 
present Convention. 

Article 5. 
Vessels engaged in laying or repairing submarine cables shall conform 

to the regulations as to signals which have been, or may be, adopted by 
mutual agreement among the High Contracting Parties, with the view 
of preventing collisions at sea. 

When a ship engaged in repairing a cable exhibits the said signals, other 
vessels which see them, or are able to see them, shall withdraw to or keep 
beyond a distance of one nautical mile at least from the ship in question, 
so as not to interfere with her operations. 

Fishing gear and nets shall be kept at the same distance. 
Nevertheless, fishing vessels which see or are able to see a telegraph ship 

exhibiting the said signals shall be allowed a period of twenty-four hours 
at most within which to obey the notice so given, during which time they 
shall not be interfered with in any way. 

The operations of the telcgraph ship shall be completed as quickly as 
possible. 
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Article 6 .  
Vessels which see, or are able to see, the buoys showing the position of a 

cable when the latter is being laid, is out of order, or is broken, shall keep 
beyond a distance of one-quarter of a nautical mile at least from the said 
buoys. 

Fishing nets and gear shall be kept at the same distance. 

Article 7 .  
Owners of ships or vessels who can prove that they have sacrificed an 

anchor, a net, or other fishing gear in order to avoid injuring a submarine 
cable shall receive compensation from the owner of the cable. 

In order to establish a claim to such compensation, a statement, 
supported by the evidence of the crew, should, whenever possible, be 
drawn up immediately after the occurrence; and the master must, within 
twenty-four hours after his return to, or next putting into port, make a 
declaration to the proper authorities. 

The latter shall communicate the information to the consular author it^^^^ 
of the countIy to wliich the owner of the cable belongs. 
supported by the e\ idence of the crew, should, wliene\ er possible, lie 
drawn up immediately after the occurrence; and the niastei mist ,  withixi 
twenty-four hours atter his return to, ot next putting into purt, make n 

Article 8.  
The tribunals competent to take cognizance of intractions of the present 

Convention are those of the country to which the vessel on board of wl~ich 
the offence was committed belongs. 

It is, moreover, understood that, in cases where the provisions in the 
previous paragraph cannot apply, offences against the present Convention 
will be dealt wit11 in each of the Contracting States in accordance, so far 
as the subjects and citizens of those States respectively ale conceined, with 
the general rules of criminal jurisdiction prescribed by the laws of that 
particular State, or by international treaties. 

Article 9. 
Prosecutions for infractions provided against by Articles, 2 ,  5 and 6 ,  

ui the present Convention shall be instituted by the State, or in its name. 

Article 10. 
Offences against the present Convention may be verified by all means of 

proof allowed b y  the legislation of the country of the Court. When the 
officers commanding the ships of war, or ships specially commissioned for 
the purpose by one of the High Contracting Parties, have reason to believe 
that an infractioii of tlie measures provided for in the present Convention 
has been committed by a vessel other than a vessel of war they may 
demand from the captain or master the production of tlie oficial docu- 
ments proving the nationality of the said vessel. The fact of such 
document having been exhibited shall then be endorsed upon it 
immediately. Further, formal statements of the facts may be prepared 
by the said officers, whatever may be the nationality of the vessel 
incriminated. These lormal statements shall be drawn up in the form and 
in the language used in tlie country to wliich the officer making them 
belongs; they may be considered, in the country where they are adduced, 
as evidence in accordance witli the laws of that country. The accused 
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and the witnesses shall have the right to add, or to  have added, thereto, 
in their own language, any explanations they may consider useful. 
These declarations shall be duly signed. 

Article 11. 
The proceedings and trial in cases of infraction of the provisions of the 

present Convention shall always take place as summarily as the laws and 
xegulations in force will permit. 

Article 12. 
The High Contracting Parties engage to take or propose to their 

respective Legislatures the necessary measures for insuring the execution 
of the present Convention, and especially for punishing, by either fine or 
imprisonment, or both, those who contravene the provisions of Articles 
2, 5 and 6. 

Article 13. 
The High Contracting Parties will communicate to  each other laws 

Aready made, OT wliich may hereafter be made, in their respective 
countries relating to  tlit object of the present Convention. 

,4rtide 14. 
States which Iia\.e not signed the present Coil\ clition may adhere to it 

on making a request tcJ that effect. This adhesion shall be notified through 
the diplomatic channel to the Government of the French Republic, and 

Artxle  15. 
the latter to the citlicr Signatory Powers. 

It is understood that the stipulations of the present Convention do not 
in any way restrict the frt-edom of action of belligerents. 

Article 16. 
The present Con\  clition shall be brought into foice on a day to  be agreed 

tipon by the High Contracting Powers. 
It shall remain in forcc for five years from that da\ , and unless any of 

the High Contrat ting Pal ties h n i ~  announced, tu clx e inonths before the 
expilatlon ot  the wid period of five J ears, its intention to terminate its 
operation; it sltall continne in force to1 a period of one year, and so on 
from year to year. 
If one of the Signatory Powers denounce the Convention, siicli denuiicia- 

t ion  shall have effect only as regards that Powei. 

Article 17. 
The present Convention shall be ratified, and the ratifications exchanged 

at  Paris with as little delay as possible, and, at the latest, at the expiration 
of a year. 

Additional Article. 
The stipulations of the Convention concluded under to-day’s date for 

the protection of submarine cables shall be applicable, in conformity with 
Article 1, to the colonies and possessions of Her Britannic Majesty, with 
the exception of those hereinafter mentioned, namely:- 

Canada. Queensland. 
Newfoundland. Tasmania. 
The Cape. South Australia. 
Natal. Western Australia. 
New South Wales. New Zealand. 
Victoria. 
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Provided always, that the stiyulatioas of the above Convention shall 
be applicable to any of t!ie above-named colonies or possessions on whosc 
behalf notice to the effect shall Iiave been given by Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Representative at Paris t u  the French hIinister for Foreign Affairs. 

Each of the above-named colonies or possessions which may havo 
acceded to  the said Coniw~tion shali be at  libcrty to  withdraw Eron] it in 
the sanic manr:er as tlie Powers parties to it. In the cvent of any ot the 
said colonics or pos siors desiring to witlidraw from tlic Convention, 
a iiotification to that effect shall be madc by Her Uritannic hlajcsty’s 
Representative at  Paris to the French Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 
(Section 3.) 

~ V E I I A R I N E  TELEGKAPH DECLAKATION. 
Certaiu doubts having been raised as to the rnea.~iing of t . 1 ~  word 

“ wilfully ” used in article two of the conwntioi: of the Courtccnth of 
March, o m  tliousand eight hundred and eighty-four it is understood tlxit 
provision in rcspect of penal rcsponsibility contained in the said article 
does not apply to cases of breakage or injury caused accidentally or of 
necessity in the repair of a cable when all ~irec.autions have been taken 
to a\.oiif such breakage or injury. 

It is eqiially understood that article four of thc convention had no otlici- 
object, and is t o  lia\.e no other effcct, than to empower the competent 
tribunals uf each country to decide in conformity with tlicir laws and 
according to  the circumstances the question of the civil responsibility of 
the owner of a cable who in laying or repairing his own cable breaks or 
injures another cable, as well as the coilsequences of such responsildity 
if it is recognised as existing. 


