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A LAW TO MAKE BETTER PROVISION FOR THE APPOINTMENT 
OF RURAL CONSTABLES AND TO REGULATE THEIR 
DUTIES AND POWERS. 

[Is$ .Jizil7rnry, 1933.1 1949 
Cap. 267. 
46 o j  54. PART I. 59 of 55. 

PRELIMINARY 
I.  This Law may be cited as the Rural Constables Law. Shorttitle. 

Interpre- 
tation. 2. In this Law- 

“ animal ” means any ass, bull, calf, camel, cow, 
dog, fowl, gelding, goat, heifer, hog, horse, kid, lamb, 
mare, mule, ox, pig, rabbit, sheep, sow, steer or any 
other domestic animal; 

“ Commissioner ” means the Commissioner of the 
district in which the village or group is situated; 

“ group ” means two or more adjacent villages which 
have been formed into a group by notification by the 
Governor under this Law ; 

c.-v. hl 
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“ Group Commission ” means a commission formed 
of the united Village Commissions of two or more 
villages forming a group; 

‘ I  occupier ” means the occupier of any land, vine- 
yard,! tree or water in the village or group and includes 
the owner of any flock of sheep or goats or of sheep and 
goats in the village or group; 

‘ I  produce ” means crops, fruit, or other realizable 
yield of land or of trees and the yield of flocks of sheep, 
goats or of sheep and goats; 

signed ” or “ subscribe ” with reference 
to a person who is unable to write his name includes 
making his mark ; 

“ Superintendent ” means a person appointed by the 
Comniissiorier to be the Superintendent of rural 
consi ables ;i nd I ernporrtry rural coiist ables in the 
district under the provisions of section 30 of this Law; 

‘ I  village ” includes a quarter thereof; 
“ Village Coininission ” means the mukhtar and 

2 of 21/49. 

‘ 6  9 )  or 

2 of 52/71. 

azas of a ~dlage .  

PART 11. 

AITOIXT~IEKT OF R r n . 4 ~  COXSTABLES ANI ASSESSMENTS. 
3. (1 ) The Go\-c~nor may, on t Iir: reconimendat ion of the 

Coniriii+ionei-, by norifit at ion in the Gazette direct that two 
or 111c)rc adjacent vil1;igt.s shall be united into a group, and 
t hereiipon the villages specified therein sliall form a group 
for tlie purposes of illis Law. 

(2) El-ery such notification may direct that the mukhtar 
of any ot -t lie J’illnge ionmissioners forming the Group 
Commission shall be the mukli: ar of t lie Group Commission 
for all or any of tlie purposes of this Law. 

(3) The Go\.ernor may at any time in like manner amend, 

Go1 crnor 

notlficatlol, 
dirzct 

of 

inay bv 

foimation 

vary or re\~d;e any such notific a t‘  1011. 
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of their members at  which they shall decide by resolution ~ l ~ ~ : o f  

of the majority of the nieinbers present- COI1St'Lt.i 7 ,  

c'tc. 
(a) the number of rural  cons!:^?^?^.; i-cquii.ed for ihc 

village or group and 1 lic iiii lnber of 1 euiporai-y 
rural constables, if any, i-cyl1irc.d during any 
period or periods in the two years next follow- 
ing and the duration of such period or periods; 

(0) whether any rural constable or temporary rural 
constable is required to keep a horse during the 
period of his office; 

(c) subject to any order made under subsection (3) 
hereof, the amount of the monthly salary to be 
paid to every rural constable and to every 
temporary rural const able, if any ; 

(d) the building or place to be set apart as a pound for 
the keeping of mirnals impounded under this 
Law and the rent and cost, if any, required for 
providing such building or place as a pound. 

(2) Every resolution under subsection (1) hereof shall be 
reduced into writing and shall be signed and sealed by the 
mukhtar and a copy thereof, signed and scaled in like 
manner, shall be forwarded by him nith ail convenient 
speed through the Siiperin,mden I to the Coniinissionx. 

(3)  The Governor may, from time to time by an Order 
made at any time before the holding of a meeting as in 
subsection (1) hereof provided, fis t ItL> i ~ ~ i ~ 1 ~ f i 1 i ~ ~ ~ ~  monthly 
salary to be paid to every rural CC I I >  able (11' icnijwrary 
rural const able. 
(4) The salary of every rural constable and !c~nporary 

rural constable shall be paid to him out of the Village Rural 
Constahles Fund by the mukhtar of the village or group, 
as the case may be, on the last day of each month. 

(,, 21/47 

6. (1) The Commissioner shall, upon receipt of the resolu- Appoint- 
tion in the last preceding section mentioned, appoint such ruralcon- 
number of fit and proper persons to be rural constables or s t a b k e t c  
temporary rural constables as may be required for the 40f52134. 
purpose. 

(2) Every rural constable shall be appointed for a period 
of two years and shall, if he has carried out his duties to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioner, be eligible for re-appoint- 
ment for a further period or periods of two years. 

ment of 

(2) 
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Decision by 
Commis- 
sioner on 
failure of 
Village Com- 
mission or 
Group Com- 
mis%on to 
decide 
mattrrs 
required to 
be decided 

~ S I I ~ I  n t  
'ind ~ ~ i t 1 ~ a r ~ 1  
11 n 01 

i t w  ssm, n t  
llst 
3 O f 7 1 ' 4 7  

7. (1) Where- 
(a) no meeting has been held as provided by section 5 

(I) of this Law; or 
(b)  a meeting has been held but one or more of the 

matters required to be decided thereat have not 
been decided; or 

(c) no copy of the resolution at such meeting has been 
forwarded to the Commissioner as provided by 
section 5 (2) of this Law, 

the Commissioner shall decide all or any of the matters 
which are required to be decided by section 5 (1) of this Law, 
and shall notify such decision to the mukhtar. 

(2) Every such decision of the Commissioner shall be 
valid and  effccti\*c as if it were made by the Village Com- 
m i s h n  or Groul) Commission concerned. 

8. (I) The mulditar in conjunction with the Village 
Comini+.ion or Groiip Commission shall, betiyeen the 1st day 
of Sox-tmber and tlie 31st day of December in every year, 
assess any amount required for the purposes of section 5 
of thi, Law for tlie ensuing year together with a fee for the 
niultlitar calculated at the rate of two and a half per centum 
on the amount 50 iequircd (but not exceeding a total fee 
of five pounds in 3 1 1 ~ 7  one year) upon all occupiers of the 
village or group and - + ~ l l  make a list (hereinafter referred 
lo 3 s  " the as3 
occupation of every occupier and the amount ;assessed 
upon each and sh;ill iiiake such a number of copies of the 
sane as may be required. 

(3) Such assessment shall be made in proportion to the 
amount of the produce or estimated produce of  each 
occupier in the year to which the assessment relates. 

iiient list ") containing the name and 

(3)  E\-erV assessmcnt list shall- 
(u )  be dated as of the date on which it was made; and 
(0) be signed by the majority of the Village Com- 

mission or Group Commission concerned ; and 
(c) be signed and scaled by the mukhtar. 

(4) The copies of the assessment list shall be dealt with 
in tlie i~i;~niic'r following, that is to say:- 

( ( I )  tlic ~Grst copy thereof shall be retained and lkept by 
the  nllalillt ar ; 

(0) tlic sccond copy thcrcof shall be posted or caused to 
be postc'tf b ~ 7  the niukhtar, within three days of 
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its date, in a conspicuous place in the village or 
POUP; 

(c) the third copy thereof shall be‘ forwarded by the 
mukhtar to the Commissioner within seven days 
of its date accompanied by a certificate signed 
and sealed by the mukhtar to the effect that a 
copy of the assessment list has been duly posted 
in the village or group and the date on which it 
has been so posted. 

(5) Any resident occupier who may feel himself aggrieved 5 of52/34. 
by any amount assessed upon him in the assessment list 
may appeal to the Commissioner within ten days of the 
posting of the assessment list in the village or group. Every 
such appeal shall be in writing and shall be signed by the 
appellant and shall state the grounds on which the assess- 
ment is objected to, and a copy of such appeal shall, within 
the same period, be handed to the mukhtar by the appellant. 

attached to a monastery or throne or on any non-resident 
occupier of land in the village or group a special notice of 
the amount so assessed shall be immediately forwarded by 
the mukhtar to the head of the monastery, Metropolitan 
of the throne, or non-resident occupier, as the case may be, 
and such assessed party may, within twenty days from the 
date of receipt of such notice appeal to the Commissioner in 
the manner prescribed by subsection (5)  of this section and 
shall, within the same period, forward a copy of his notice 
of appeal to the mukhtar. 

(7) The Commissioner shall as soon as possible proceed 
to inquire into the justice of the assessment and into any 
appeals that may have been made. 

(8) The Commissioner, after such inquiry, shall make such 
alterations and amendments including the rectification of 
any omissions in the assessment list, and shall then approve 
it over his signature and seal, and shall cause a copy of the 
assessment list so approved to be handed to the mukhtar. 

(9) The assessment list approved by the Commissioner as Assessment 
in the immediately preceding subsection provided shall be :zi:&z”ye 
conclusive evidence that the occupiers named therein are evidence of 
liable to pay the amounts of money therein assessed upon payal,Ie. 
them, and such amount shall be payable as from the date of 
such approval. 

(6) Whenever any amount is assessed on property 5 Of5q34. 

amounts 
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Joint and 
'everal 
liability of 
members of 
Village 
Comniission 
or Group 
Commission 
in certain 
cases. 
5 of 52/34. 

5 of 52/34. 

Recovery 
and 
disposal 
of sum 
assessed. 
6 of 52/34. 

2 of 16/58. 

3 of 13/37. 

2 of 16/58. 

3 of 21/49. 

(10) If the mukhtar in conjunction with the Village 
Commission or Group Commission concerned fail to prepare 
and make or post or forward to the Commissioner the 
assessment list in manner or within the period in this section 
provided, the members of such Village Commission or 
Group Commission (including the mukhtar thereof) shall 
be jointly and severally liable to pay the amount or amounts 
of money required for the purposes of subsection (1) ( c )  
and (d) of section 5 of this Law, and shall at the request of 
the Commissioner and within such period of time as he may 
direct pay the said amount or amounts into a fund to be 
called the Village Rural Constables Fund. On their failure 
to do so the Commissioner may recover it by action in a 
Court of competent jurisdiction. 

(11) Where any amount has been paid by a Village 
Cornmission or Group Commission as in the imme:diately 
preceding subsect ion provided, such Village Commission or 
Group Commission may, with the leave of the Commissioner, 
assess the amount so paid on the occupiers of the village or 
group, and upon the approval of the assessment list therefor, 
by the Cornmissioner the amount therein appearing shall be 
collected and recovered as in section 9 of this Law provided 
and when recovered it shall be refunded to the members 
of the Village or Group Commission who have paid the same. 

9. (1) The amounts appearing in any assessment list 
shall be paid by the persons assessed to the mukhtar of the 
village or group at any time between the date of the approval 
of the assessment list by the Commissioner and the 30th 
day of  September in each year either in one sum or by 
instalments and shall be paid by the mukhtar irito the 
Village Rural Constables Fund: 

,Provided that any amount representing the fee of the 
mukhtar in section 8 (1) prescribed shall, when paid to the 
mulchtar, be retained by him. 

(2) Any sum appearing in the assessment list remaining 
unpaid after the 6th day of September in any year shall be 
collected and recovered in the same manner as Grovern- 
ment taxes may be collected and recovered. 

(3) Any person who fags or neglects to pay within the 
prescribed period the amount for which he is assessed shall 
be liable to pay in addition twenty-five per centum of the 
sum for which he was assessed and such additional amount 
shall be recoverable at the same time and in the like manner 
as the sum for which he was assessed: 
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Provided t hat whenever any additional amount payable 
under this subsection consists of a fraction of five mils 
there shall be paid in respcct thereof the sum of five mils. 
(4) The additional amount collected under subsection (3)  

hereof shall form part of the public revcriue of Cyprus. 

10. Every rural constable, unless he has been appointed 
under Ihe provisions of section 12 or scction 14 of this Law, rllral 

shall, subject to the provisions of this Law. hold office for a constable 
period of two years commencing on the 1st day of January 
next ensuing after the date of his appointnient and he shall, 
if otherwise qualified, be capable of re-appointment for a 
further period or periods of two years. 

14. Every rural const able or t eniporary rural const able O c i t f l  

s11a11, before taking 111' zhe dillies of his- oflire, take and :l::iablP or 
subscribe the following I u t  11 before the Commissioner or hi5 1t.1nv'1ar~ 

rural 
rcprescnt ative :- ( onstable 

" I, , of 
do swear faithfully to serve Her Illajest~7 Queen 
Elizabeth I I ,  Her Hcirs and Successors and t 6 perform 
the duties of mj7 office truly and without fear, favour 
or ill will during the term of my engagement. 

Sworn the day of 14 

12. (1) Any owner or 1e:;we of ;I cliiftlik, rnona\[cry, ~ b ~ p ~ ~ l n t -  
melochi, tekj-e or other lantlcd pi-< sp(.rty (in this seclion (), sl ,~clal  
referred to as " instit ulion or i)rop&ky ") and any rural 
Commit tee of an Irrigation Division mal', tvit h the appioval 
of the Commissioner of the District in Lvhich such institution 
or property or Irrigation Division is situated, appoint a 
special rural constable for the purposes of such institution or 
property or Irrigation Division. 

(2) Every appointment of a special rural constable under 
this section shall be notified as soon as possible by the 
owner or lessee of the institution or property or by the 
Committee of the Irrigation Division making such appoint- 
ment to the mukhtar of the village within the lands of 
which such institution or property or 'Irrigation Division is 
situated, to the Superintendent and to the Commissioner 
of the district in which such institution or property or 
Irrigation Division is situated. 

(3)  The salary of any special rural constable appointed 
under this seclion sl a11 be paid by the owner or lessee of the 

n i w t  etc , 

I \)nstahlr 
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4 of 21/43 

4 of 21/49. 

4 of 21/49. 

institution or property or by the Committee of the Irriga- 
tion Division appointing him. 

(4) Any special rural constable appointed under this 
section shall be liable to be dismissed by the owner or lessee 
of the institution or property or the Committee of the 
Irrigation Division appointing him, and such owner or 
lessee or Committee shall notify such dismissal as soon as 
possible to the mukhtar of the village within the lands of 
which such institution or property or Irrigation Division is 
situated and to the Superintendent. 

(5) Save as provided in subsections (3) and (4) of this 
section or as may be specifically provided in any other 
section of this Law, every special rural constable appointed 
under this section shall be liable and subject to all the other 
provisions of this Law relating to rural constables, and shall, 
within the area within which he is appointed to act, per- 
form the following duties and have the following powers 
and no others- 

(a) to keep watch over the fields, gardens, vineyards, 
crops, trees and waters of the party appointing 
him ; 

(b )  to patrol by night and day the lands of the party 
appointing him in such manner as such party or 
his nominee may direct or the necessities of the 
time or place may require; 

(c) to assess any damage done to any property over 
which he keeps watch and to report the same as 
soon as possible to the party appointing him or 
his nominee and, if so directed by such party or 
nominee, to serve, within three days of the date 
of assessment, a notice upon the owner of the 
animals causing the damage or the person in 
charge of such animals calling upon him to pay 
the assessment. 

(6) If the assessment of a special rural constable appoint 
under this section is unacceptable to the owner of t 
animals which caused the damage or the person in charge of 
sucli animals, such owner or person in charge may, within 
ten days of the service upon him of the notice referred to 
in paragraph (c) of subsection (5),  appeal to the Commis- 
sioner whose decision in the matter shall be final an 
conclusive. 

(7) An assessment by a rural constable OF the decision 
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the Commissioner, as the case may be, may be lodged with 
the Registrar of the District Court of the district in which 
the property in respect of which the damage has been 
assessed is situate, and thereupon the assessment or decision 
may be enforced in the same manner as an order of such 
Court. 

13. (1) Notwithstanding anything in this Law contained Appoint- 
any owner or owners of landed property in any town may, specialrural 
with the approval of the Commissioner of the district in constables 
which such property is situated, appoint a special rural of19,43. 
Tonstable for the purposes of such property. 

(2) Every appointment of a special constable under this 
section shall be notified as soon as possible by the owner or 
owners of the property to the Commissioner of the district, 
the Superintendent and the niukhtar of the quarter of the 
town within which the property is situated. 

(3) The salary of any special rural constable appointed 
under this section shall be paid by the owner or owners of 
the property. 

(4) Any special rural const able appointed under this 
section shall be liable to be dismissed by the owner or 
owners appointing him and such owner or owners shall 
notify such dismissal as soon as possible to the Conimis- 
sioner of the district, the Supcrintendent and the inukhtar 
of the quarter of the town within which the property is 
situated. 

section or as may be specifically provided in any other 
section of this Law, the provisions of subsections (51, (6) 
and (7) of section 12 of this Law shall apply nzutatis 
nzutaizdis io  special rural constables appointed under this 
section as they apply to special rural constables appointed 
under that section. 

(6) Where several owners of landed property appoint a 
special rural constable for the purposes of their property, 
they may nominate one of them to give, on their behalf, 
any notice required to be given under the provisions of this 
section. 

ment of 

in towns. 

(5) Save as provided in sub-sections (3 )  and (4) of this 50f21/*9. 

14. (1) The Commissioner may from time to time- Rural 
constables 

public 
gardens or 
Govern- 
iiieiit 
plantations, 

(a) appoint a rural constable for any camp, public forcamps. 
garden or Government plantation; and 

(b )  fix his salary I and 
(c) dismiss him cor good cause. 
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Punishment 
and 
dismissal 
of rural 
constables 
and tem- 
porary rural 
constables. 
8 of 52/34. 

Liability of 
rural 
constable or 
temporary 
rural 
constable 
who resigns 
or is 
dismissed, 
etc. 

Filling 
vacancies. 
9 of 52/34. 

QuaUca- 
tiOnS 
of rural 
constablea. 

(2) The salary of every rural constable appointed under 
this section shall be defrayed out of the public revenue of 
Cyprus. 

15. (1) Every rural constable or temporary rural con- 
stable shall be liable to dismissal at any time by the Com- 
missioner for any neglect of duty, breach of discipline or 
other misconduct : 

Provided that the Commissioner may, in lieu of dismissal, 
impose a fine not exceeding the amount of one week’s salary 
of the delinquent. 

(2) Any’ fine imposed by a Commissioner under the 
provisions of this section shall be paid into the Village 
Rural Constables Fund. 

16. (1) If any rural constable or temporary rural con- 
stable shall rlesign or shall be dismissed or shall abandon his 
office without sufficient cause, except for reasons of ill 
health, before the expiration of his term, he shall be liable 
to pay to the Village commission or Group Commission 
concerned all such extra expenses, if any, as such Village 
Commission or Group Commission may incur in respect of 
the appointment of a new rural constable or temporary 
rural constable to take his place for the remainder of such 
term. 

(2) Such expenses may be recovered from him in an 
action at the suit of such Village Commission or Group 
Commission in a court of competent jurisdiction. 

17. If any rural constable or temporary rural constable 
shall- 

(a) die; 
(b) become incapable of acting; 
(c) resign; 
(d) be dismissed; or 
(e) refuse or neglect to act, 

the Commissioner shall appoint a fit and proper person to be 
rural constable or temporary rural constable for the residue 
of the term of office of such rural constable or temporary 
rural constable. 

18. No person who- 
(a) is under the age of twenty-one years; or 
(b) is over the age of sixty years; or 
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(c) has within seven years of his proposed appointment 
as a rural constable or temporary rural constable 
been convicted of homicide, rape or perjury; or 

(d)  has within three years of his proposed appointment 
as a rural constable or temporary rural constable 
been convicted of larceny and sentenced to 
imprisonment for a period of not less than six 
mont hs, 

shall be capable of being appointed as rural constable or 
temporary rural constable. 

19. (1) The Governor may at his discretion from time to &vera- 

time direct that a contribution out of the public revenue of =:Atu- 
Cyprus should be made in any year in part payment of the tion. 
salary of any rural constable or temporary rural constable. 

(2) In every case in which a contribution is made under 
this section, a sum sufficient to cover the balance only of 
the rural constable’s or temporary rural const able’s salary 
shall be assessed on the occupiers in accordance with the 
provisions of this Law. 

PART 111. 

RETIREMENT OF RURAL CONSTABLES AND GRATUITIES. 
20. For the purpose of this Part of this Law-- Definitions. 

2 of 46/54. gratuity ” means any gratuity granted under this 
Part of this Law; 

salary ” shall be exclusive of any amount paid by 
way of bonus under subsection (2) of section 33 of this 
Law. 

a <  

21. Subject to the provisions of this Part of this Law Gratuitiesoon 
every rural constable appointed under subsection (2) FFGG: 
of section. 6 06 this Law who has served for not less than 
seven years shall, on his retirement, be granted a gratuity 
at the rate of half a month’s salary for every complete 
year of service at the average rate of the salary such rural 
constable was receiving for the last three years irhmed.iately 
preceding the date of his retirement : 

Provided that a gratuity may be granted to a rural 
constable who retires after t h e e  years’ service in any of the 
following cases :- 

(a) when bv reason of age or other disability. not arisinsr 
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from his own misconduct or neglect, his effi- 
ciency is in the opinion of the Commissioner 
impaired or affected ; 

2 of 59/55. 

Qualifying 
service. 
2 of 46\54. 

Rural 
Constables 
Gratuity 
Account. 
3 of 59/55. 

Village 
contribu- 
tion. 
3 of 59/55. 

(b) when he has been certified by a District Medical 
Officer (or a Medical Board appointed to en- 
quire into the state of his health) to be unfit 
frzr further employment on account of ill- 
heal t h : 

Provided further that where a rnral const able resigns 
voluntarily, with the leave of the Commissioner, after a 
minimum period of seven years’ service, such rural constable 
shall be granted a gratuity at half the rate specified in this 
sect ion. 

22. Service qualiiying for gratuity shall be the continu- 
ous service betweerb the date of the appointiiicnt of the 
rural constable iinder subsection (2) of scction 6 of this 
Law and the date of his leaving the service without dcduc- 
tion of any period diiring which he was on vacation or hick 
leave. 

23. There shall be opened and kept in each distiict, under 
the control of the Commissioner, an account to be called 
“ the Rural Constables Gratuity Account ” wllicih sllilll be 
operated on a district basis and into which there shall hc 
paid all village and Government contributions miide rinder 
the provisions of this Part of this Law and out of nrhich all 
gratuities to rural constables shall be paid. 

24. (1) Every village in each district in which an assess- 
ment is made under section 8 of this 1,aw in any year 
shall make a contributio!i in respect of that year to 
the Rural Constables Gratuity Account of the district. 

(2) The Commissioner shall in each year determine the 
amount which each village in the district shall contribute 
to the Rural Constables Gratuity Account in the ensuing 
year, so as to ensure that the total amount of the contribu- 
tions of the villages of the district in that year, together 
with the amount of the Government contribution under 
section 25 in respect of the district in that year, will be 
sufficient to make payments out of the Rural Constables 
Gratuity Account of the district taking one year with 
another: 

~ r ~ ~ ~ e ~  that the imount which any village shall be 
le to contribute ee the Rural Constables Gratuity 
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Account in any year shall not be in excess of three per 
centum of the total amount of the assessment made under 
section 8 of this Law for that year. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything in section 8 of this Law 
contained, there shall be included in every annual assess- 
ment made thereunder the amount required for the purpose 
of making the annual contribution of the village under 
subsection (2) of this section to the Rural Constables 
Gratuity Account for the ensuing year. 

25. (1) The Governor shall direct that out of the public Gcvern- 
revenue of Cyprus a contribution shall be made in every contribu- 
year in payment of the one-half of the amount required tion. 
in that year for the payment of gratuities to rural constables 0f59i5s 
under this Part of this Law. 

ment 

(2) Any con t ribut ioii iiiade under :jubsect ion (1) of this 
sect ion shall he appropriately distributed amongst the 
Rural Constables Gratuity Accounts. 

26. ( I  ) 'llie Commissioner may, at his discretion, grant Gratuity 
to tlie dependants of a rural constable who dies while he is death. 
serviiig a sum nut exceeding the amount which might have 3 0 f 6 4 / s  
been graiitcd to such riiixl constable if he had retired at the 
date of his death in any of the circumstances described 
in the first proviso to sec'tion 21. 

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this section- 

111 case of 

2 d46154. 

" dependants " ineniis those members of the family 
of a rural constable who were wholly or in part depen- 
dent upon his eainings at  the time of his death, or 
would bu! for any of the grounds mentioned in the 
proviso to section 21 of this Law have been so depen- 
dent, and, where the rural constable, being the parent 
or grandparent of an illegitimate child, leaves such 
child so dependent upolii his earnings, or being an 
illegitimate child, leaves a parent or grandparent SO 
dependent on his cnrnings, shall include such an illegi- 
timate child or parent or grandparent respectively: 

Provided that 3 person shall not be deemed to be a 
partial dependant of another person unless he was 
dependent partially on contributions from that other 
person for the provisio~i of the ordinary necessaries of 
life suitable for persons in his class and position. 



Power of 
Governor 
to make 
Regulations. 
2 of 46/54. 

2 of 59/55. 

Date of 
coming into 
force of 
this Part. 
2 of 46/54. 

Duties of 
xural 
Constables or 
temporary 
rural 
constables. 

27. The Governor may make Regulations for ,211 or any 

(a) to provide for the grant of vacation leave or sick 
leave to a rural constable and the conditions of 
such grant; 

(b) to regulate the operation of the Iiural Constables 
Gratuity Accounts and the books to be kept in 
connection therewith; 

(c) generalJy for the better carrying out of the pur- 
poses of this Part of this Law. 

of the following matters:-- 

28. This Part of this Law shall come into force on the 
first day of Nowmber, 1954, and shall apply to any rural 
constable ~ h r ~  on that date shall be eligibk for gratuity 
under section 21 of this Law. 

PART IX. 

DUTIES OF Ruii.4~ CONSTABLES. 

29. The duties of every rural constable or temporary 

(a) to keep watch over the fields, gardens, vineyards, 
crops, trees and waters within the village or 
group for which he is appointed; 

(b)  to patrol the lands of the .irill,ige or group by night 
and day in such manner as the \’illage Com- 
mission or Group Cornmission may direct, or 
the necessities of the time or place may require; 

(c) to watch and report io the l’illage Commission or 
Group Cornmission all shepherds grazing their 
flocks where they are not entitled to do so; 

(d) to impound any stray animal likely to clo damage 
or any animal found an any sown or cultivated 
land or in a vineyard or garden in which the 
owner of the animal has no right to allow the 
animal to be ; 

(e)  to impound any animal feeding on any tree upon 
which the owner of the animal has no right to 
allow the animal to feed; 

(fl to report as Soon as possible all injuries done to 
crops, vine,, trees, fences, wat er-courses, build- 
ings, lands .,+ animals to the Village Commission 

rural constable shall be as follows 
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or Group Commission and to the owner or 
occupier of the thing or immovable property 
in j tired ; 

(9) to report as soon as possible to the Village Com- 
mission or Group Commission any person whom 
he finds damaging any crops, vines or trees, not 
being his own property, without having in his 
possession the written permission of the owner 
thereof ; 

(h) to see that no person gathers carobs or olives before 
the date fixed by the Commissioner as in this or 
any other Law provided, and to report immedi- 
ately to the nearest police station the name of 
any person who does so; 

(i) to preserve game and wild birds and report to the 
nearest police station immediately any infringe- 
ment of the Game and Wild Birds Protection Cap.65. 
Law ; 

( j )  to report to the nearest police station the com- 
mission of any crime which may be brought to 
his notice; 

(K) to assist the police in the counting of sheep, goats 
and pigs; 

(I) to assist and co-operate with the police in the pre- 
vention or detection of crime; 

( 1 1 1 )  to perform such other duties as may be assigned to 
him by the Commissioner ; 

( 1 1 )  ge~ierally, to carry into effect the provisions of this 
Law rind of any Regulations made hereunder. 

30. (1) Any report required to be made by the rural Towhom 
constable or the temporary rural constable to the Village bemade, 
Commission or Group Commission under this Law, may be etc. 

made to any two or more members of the Village Com- 
mission or Group Commission, and shall be in such form as 
may be prescribed by Regulations made under this Law. 

(2) In making such report the rural constable or the 
temporary rural constable shall as far as possible give 
particulars of the manner in which the injury has been 
caused, the amount of damage done, the person causing it, 
and, in case of trespass by animals, the name of the owner 
of the animals. 

(3) On such report being made to the Village Commission 
or Group Commission, the members to whom it is made shall 

reports may 
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take it down in writing and shall sign it, and it shall be 
read over to, and signed by, the rural constable or the 
temporary rural constable making it. 

(4) A report drawn up and signed as provided1 by the 
immediately preceding subsection shall be receivable as 
evidence of all that is stated therein in any proceedings 
before a court of competent jarisdiction or the Village 
Commission or Group Commission, and the presence of the 
rural constable or the temporary rural constable wbo made 
it shall not be necessary in any proceeding in relation 
thereto : 

Provided that any person affected by the report may 
require the rural constable or the temporary rural constable 
making it to attend at the proceedings and be examined 
thereat, but in such case such person shall pay in advance, 
at  the time of making the requisition, all costs of procuring 
the attendance of the rural constable or the temporary rural 
constable and of his attendance, including the costs of a 
substitute, if required, during his absence. 

(5) Any rural constable or temporary rural constable 
wilfully making any false statement in any report drawn up 
and signed or sealed as provided by subsection (3) of this 
section, shad be guilty of an offence and on conviction 
thereof shall be liable to the same penalties as if he had 
given false evidence in a judicial proceeding. 

PART V. 

IMPOUNDING OF ANIMALS. 

31. (1) The Village Commission or Group Commission 
shall set apart a building or place as a pound for the keeping 
of such animals as may be impounded by the rural con- 
stable under the provisions of this Law. 

(2) The rent and cost, if any, incurred in providing such 
building or place shall be assessed, collected and recovered 
in manner in this Law provided. 

Pound to be 
provided. 

InvOl1nding 32. (1) Any rural constable or temporary rural constable 
of ;initiials, rnay inipound- 

(a) any stray aniinal liltely to do damage; or 
(b) any animal found 011 any sown or cultivated land or 
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in a vineyard or garden in wliich the owner of 
the animal has no right to allow the miiiual to 
be; or 

(c) any animal feeding on any tree upon which the 
owner of the animal lias no right to allow the 
animal to feed, 

until claimed by the owner of such animal and payinent is 
made for any damage done and for the cost of maintaining 
such animal until so claimed and the poundage fee. 

(2) Every animal so impounded shall be kept and fed and 
otherwise provided for by the rural constable or the tem- 
porary rural constable in the pound provided under section 
31 of this Law, until the owner of the animal has claiiiied it 
and paid to the rural constable or the temporary rural 
constable- 

(a) the costs of keeping it during the time it has been 10 ofj-?:3+. 

(b )  a poundage fee of fifty mils for each animal, 7 . ~ z I ; w .  

(c) a poundage fee of ten mils for each fowl. 

impounded ; 

other than fowls; 

(3) If any animal so impounded is not claimed by the 
owner thereof within thirty days in the case of an nninial 
being a beast of burden, or within fifteen days in the case of 
a smaller animal, or if the owner neglects or refuses to pay 
any of the costs or fees in the last preceding subsection 
mentioned within ten days froni the time when they have 
been lawfully deinanded, the mukhtar of the Village Com- 
mission or Group Coniniission concerned inay cause the 
animal to be sold by public auction, and repay out of the 
purchase money the costs and fees payable as provided 
by the last preceding subsection, and any other sums as 
may have been assessed and awarded for damages in respect 
of any injury caused by the animal, together with the costs, 
if any, of sale. The balance, if any, of the purchase money 
shall be paid to the owner of the animal, or if he cannot be 
found or is unknown shall be deposited in the Village Rural 10 45'434. 
Constables Fund and shall be dealt with in manner in 
section 33 (2) of this Law prescribed. 

(4) When any animal has been impounded under the 
provisions of this section, and it is necessary for the purpose 
of maintaining such animal to put it out to pasture, the rural 
constable or the temporary rural constable in whose custody 
it is may entrust it to some trustworthy person to take out 

C.-\'. i l  
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to pasture, and any expenses incurred for this purpose shall 
be recoverable by the rural constable or the temporary 
rural constable from the owner of such animal as part of 
the cost of keeping the same. 

(5) Any person who unlawfully takes out of the pound 
provided under section 31 of this Law or out of the custody 
of a rural constable or temporary rural constable or his 
agent any animal impounded under the provisions of this 
section, shall be guilty of an offence and on conviction 
thereof shall be liable to a fine not exceeding two pounds. 

fees Poundage to be 
deposited 

Rural 
Rind. stables Fund. 
11 of 52/34. 

33. (1) All poundage fees paid to the rural constable or 
the temporary rural const able under the provisions of 
section 32 (2) of this Law shall be deposited by him as soon 
as possible after such payment in the Village Rural Con- 

(2) The Commissioner may, in his discretion and having 
regard to the manner in which any rural constable or tem- 
porarv rural constable has performed his duties during the 
pre\ious year, pay out of the moneys deposited in the Village 
Rural CGistables Fund under the provisions of subsection 
(1) hereof aiid section 32 (3) of this Law, a bonus of such 
amount as lie may think fit to such rural constable or 
temporary rural constable, as the case may be. 

in the 
\'illage 

11 of 52\34. 

PART VI. 
TRESPASS ,4ND DAMAGES. 

'Lrespas51)). 34. (1) If m y  animal is found trespassing on any sown 
or cultivated land or in any vineyard or garden, or damag- 
ing the property of any person both the owner of the animal 
and the person (if any) in whose charge it was at the time 
of committing the trespass or damage shall be guilty of an 
offence and on conviction thereof shall be liable to a fine 
not exceeding two hundred and fifty mils in respect of each 
such animal, and every Court of competent jurisdiction 
before which any person charged with such offence is being 
tried sliall have power to award such compensation by 
way of  damages as the Court think fit: 

Provided that, save as otherwise in this Law provided, 
nothing in this section contained shall prevent any pro- 
ceeding by action before a court of competent jurisdiction 
in respect of trespass or damage by any animal. 

animals. 

(f 21/49. 
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(2) Every prosecution under this section shall be in- 
stituted by the person injured by the act complained of or 
by a superintendent, in his discretion, upon thc comp!aint 12 
of such person. No court fees shall be charged in respect of 
any prosecution under this section. 

(3) In every prosecution under this section the onus of 
proving that the act complained of has been done with the 
permission or consent of the person entitled to give such 
permission or consent shall lie upon the accused. 

<.! '1. 

35. (1) If any animal is found damaging the property Daniagebp 
of any person, the owner of such animal shall be liable to ~f~"'~~~ 
pay damages to the owner of the property damaged, which 
damages shall be assessed in nianner in this section provided. 

(2) The rural constable or the temporary rural constable 
alone shall assess the said damages when the amount does 
not, in his opinion, exceed the sum of two pounds, and shall 
make a report to the Village Commission or Group Coin- 
mission in manner in section 30 of this Law provided, and 
upon such report having been made the rural constable or 
the temporary rural constable shall demand payment of the 
amount so assessed by him from the person liable to pay it, 
and ii the said amount shall be paid within seven days of 
such demand, the rural constable or the temporary rural 
constable shall pay it over to the person entitled thereto 
and obtain his receipt therefor. 

(3)  If the aniGunt so assessed be not paid within the 
period in the last preceding subsection prescribed, the 
rural const able or the temporary rural constable shall 
notify the person entitled thereto that it remains unpaid, 
and the amount may then be claimed and recovered only 
in manner in Part VI1 of this Law provided. 

(4) If, in the opinion of the rural constable or of the party 
injured, the amount of the damage exceeds two pounds, the 
Village Commission or Group Commission shall, at the 
request of the party injured, appoint two valuers to assess 
the damage. The two valuers shall make a report assessing 
the damage and their report shall be appended to and form 
part of the report of the rural constable or the temporary 
rural constable. 

(5 )  Every valuer sent to assess damage under the pro- 
visions of this section shall be entitled to a fee of from fifty 
mils to one hundred and fifty mils as may be directed by the 

i l  (2) 
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Village Commission or Group Commission, to be prepaid by 
the person who suffered the damage in question. Every such 
fee may be recovered as costs in any proceeding in respect of 
the said damage. 

(6) Any valuer who shall make a false estimate of any 
damage which he is called upon to assess under this section, 
or take a bribe directly or indirectly, shall be guilty of an 
offence and on conviction thereof shall be liable to irnprison- 
ment for a term not exceeding six months or to a fine not 
exceeding ten pounds or to both such iniprisonment and 
fine. 

P'\HI VII. 

S 'c' JI MA RY PROCEE DI s G S .  

36. (1 ) Eve1 y \'illage Commission or Group Commission 
shall hrive jurisdiction to hear and determine claims, and to 
aivard damages. in respect of trespass or damage by any 
animal, subject t o  tlie following coiiditions, that is to 
sa17 - 

(0) that the iitlloulit of the claim to be adjudicated 
u p i i  shall not exceed five pounds ; 

( b )  that b ~ f ~ ~ i - e  the hearing of any clairii, the claimant 
sliall 1)ay t o  tlie muklitar a fee of one shilling for 
the price of payer and writer's fee; 

(I ') that twenty-four hours' notice at least be given to 
the respoiideiit of the place and hour at which 
the claim is to 1 x 3  heard, and of the nature of 
the claim ; 

( d )  that such notice, if verbal, be given in the presence 
of two witnesses, and, if written, be served on 
the respondent in the presence of one witness; 

(e) that the Village Comniission or Group Commission 
shall not proceed to the hearing of a claim in the 
absence of the respondent unless and until it has 
been proved that due notice of the proceedings 
has been given or served on the respondent; 

( J )  tiiat the riiajority of thc Village Commission or 
(;roup C6nimissiori (connting the niuklitar as  
one member) shall form a qimrutn : 

(g)  that no person \vho is aii iiitcrc.sted party shall sit 
as ;I member of tlic t ribiinal or take any part in 
t 1w 1)rocc"dings ; 
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(h) that the Village Coinniission or Group Commission 
shall not adjudicate on any claim unless the 
trespass or damage in respect of which t‘ie 
claim is made has taken place within the limits 
of the village or group; 

(i) that the Village Commission or Group Commission 
in adjudicating upon any claim shall not make 
more than one decision in respect thereof; 

( j )  that t.he Village Commission or Group Commission 
shall not inflict any fine or otherwise punish any 
off ender ; 

(K) that no claim shall be heard in respect of any 90/21/49. 
trespass or damage unless the same is made 
within six months from the day of the trespass 
or damage in respect of which the .claim is 
made. 

(Zj Every decision of a Village Commission or Group 
Commission made under the last preceding subsection shall 
be reduced into writing in triplicate and shall be in such 
form as may be prescribed by Regulations made under this 
Law, and each member of the tribunal shall sign each copy. 

( 3 )  One of the copies of such decision shall be retained 
and kept by the mukhtar, another copy shall be delivered 
by the mukhtar to the claimant and the third copy shall 
be delivered by the mukhtar to the respondent. 

(3)  If the claimant is successful in his claim, the Village 
Commission or Group Commission may in their decision 
direct that the fee paid to the mukhtar under this section 
and any fee paid to any valuer under the provisions of 
section 35 (5) of this Law be recovered by the claimant 
from the respondent as costs of the proceedings. 

37. The Village Commission or Group Commission may l’ower to 

require any person residing within the village or group to ~ ~ ~ ~ a n a n c e  
attend at the hearing of a claim under section 36 of this ofwitnesses 
Law. Any person who without reasonable excuse fails 13 of52/34. 
to attend when so required shall be guilty of an offence 
and shall be liable to a fine not exceeding ten shillings. 

38. Any person aggrievccl by any decision of a Village Api’eals. 
Commission or Group Commission involving an amount 10 .f21/49. 
exceeding one pound may, within fourteen days and upon 
payment of a fee of fifty mils in stamps, appeal to the 
Commissionel whose decision thereon shall be final and 
conclusive. 
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Execution 
of decisions 
of Village 
Commission 
or Group 
Commission 
15 o/ 52/34. 

3 of 4515. 

c.ap 84. 

Appoint- 
ment of 
Superinten- 
dents. 
16 cf 52/34. 

lhties of 
Superin- 
icndents. 

17 of 52/34. 

39. (1) If any sum adjudged to be paid by any decision 
of a Village Commission or Group Commission under this 
Part of this Law is not paid within seven days after a copy 
of the decision has been delivered to the respondent the 
Village Commission or Group Commission, as the case may 
be, shall, upon the application of the complainant, issue a 
warrant commanding the mukhtar of such Village Com- 
mission or Group Commission to recover the amount due 
together with a fee of five mils for every fifty mils of the 
amount due. 

(2) Every such warrant shall be executed in the like 
manner as a warrant issued by the Commissioner under 
section 21 of the Recovery of Compensation for Injury to 
Property Law: 

Provided that the Court to which an application by the 
hfukhtar for an order directing a defaulter to pay the sum 
due together with costs of execution shall be made (under 
paragraph 7 of the First Schedule to the Recovery of 
Compensation for Injury to Property Law) shall be the 
District Court of the district within which the damage was 
caused. 

(3) The fee mentioned in subsection (1) of this section 
shall be retained by the mukhtar. 

(4) Xo execution shall issue in respect of any decision 
under appeal. 

PART VIII. 
SITERINTENDENT OF RURAL CONSTABLES. 

40. In every district the Commissioner shall appoint 
one or more fit and proper persons to be Superintendent of 
rural constables and temporary rural constables. 

41. The duties of every superintendent shall be as 
fOllO\\.S-- 

(0) to supervise in his district the work and operations 
of rural constables or temporary rural constables ; 

( h )  t o  report to the mukhtar of the village or group 
concerned and to the Commissioner any mis- 
conduct or failure of duty o f  any rural constable 
or teniporary 1-ural constable ; 

(c)  to irispcct tlic rcc.ords and hool<s kept by mukhtars 
m d  rural coiist ables or temporary rural con- 
stables : 



RURAL C'ONS1',1 BL1i.S. [CAP. 287. 2 .i 
I_ 

I- -_ _. - . - - - - - - - - -_ - . 

( d )  to receive and lodge forthwith with the Com- 
missioner all documents which arc rcyuired to 
be forwarded by the inukhtsr to the ('ominis- 
sioner under this Law ; 

(e) to perform such other duties as inay be assigned t o  
him by the Commissioner; 

(f) generally, to carry into effect the provisions of this 
Law and of any Regulations made hci-ciinc-ler. 

42. Superintendents shall be under the direct control and w e l l l l -  

orders of the Cominissioner of their district, 'inci shall pc. undcl 
furnish such Commissioner with a niont hly I c p r t  of their clc1ilol of 

work during the month inimediat ely preceding wcli  report. slollC,-. 

t C l l d C l l f b  ti, 

t <)lllllll>- 

PART Ix. 

~IISCELLANNEOIJS. .b 

43. All Superintendents and rural constables or temporary I L ~ I I ( ~ ~  11) ('1 

rural constables shall wear such uniform or distinguishing g i  
badge as from time to time the Governor may determine. L L A t l c i t , l l t > ,  

44. (1) The Cornniissioner s h J l  fix the date in e ~ c l i  I, i t l l m l n u  

ywr a t  11. hich the gathering of carobs shall begin in each '* ' lo ' ) '  

village or group, m d  shall give public notice of every date 
so fixed by pdilic plnrzrd to bc poited on the door of c v e r ~ -  
chirrch ,tnd nlosqilr in the village 01 ~ I - O U ~ J ,  or, should t h v n ,  
be no church or rtiosque, in S O ~ C  conspicuous place 111 the 
vi11 age. 

(2) Any person who shall gather carobs before the d a t v  SO 

fixed, shall be guilty of an o-ffenc~ and on conviction thm cof 
shall be liable to hiprisonmerit for a term not exceeding one 
niorith or to a fine not exceeding five pounds, or to both such 
irnlu-isonment and fine. 

r tc  

45. (I) Where there is both a Christian and a Jlosle~n ~ ) I O V I W I ~  111 

mukhtar in any village or quarter, the rndditar to perform ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l l e r c  

the duties and to receive the fees referred to in this Law arc. i10i1I  

shall be the nrukhtar of the cornrnunity to which th.  :,$I:;:&, 

injured party belongs and the fees to  be ieceived by nitilLiitars 

rnukhtar under the provisions of this Law shall be di\7idri 
between such mukhtars in such proportion :is the C m ,  
missioner may direct. 
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(2) Where there is in any village, not composed of such 
mixed population of Christians and Moslems as necessitates 
the : ppointment of a separate mukhtar for each community, 
more than one quarter and in consequence more than one 
niulihtar the mukhtar to perform the duties and to receive 
the fees referred to in this Law shall be the mukhtar of the 
quarter to which the injured party belongs and the fees 
to be received by a mukhtar under the provisions of this 
Law shall be divided between such mukhtars in such 
proportion as the Commissioner may direct. 

Offences and 

JIukhtars, 
ctc ’ fa*llng 

dilt\ 

46. (1) Any mukhtar or member of a Village Commission 
or Group Cornmission, or any rural constable or temporary 
rural constable, or m y  Superintendent, who fails without 
reasonable excuse to ;,erform any of the duties assigned 
to him und~er this LLV,, sliall be guilty of an offence and on 
con1 iction thereof sli,tll 1~ liable to a fine not exceeding ten 
pound>. 

(2) .!ny person who obstructs or prevents any mukhtar or 
mc~n~iei of a J‘illage Commission or Group Commission, 
or any rural constable or temporary rural constable, or 
any Superintendent in the execution of his duty, shall be 
guilty of an offence and on conviction thereof shall be liable 
to a fine not exceeding ten pounds. 

Contra\ cn- (3) , h j 7  p w m i  \\ho contravenes or fails to coniply with 
Iiegulatlons, any Rcg&tion~ rmde under this Law shall be guilty of an 

offence and 011 coil\-iction thereof shall be liable td a fine 
not exceeding two pounds. 

penalties. 

t o  perfoi in 

I’ersona 

m u k ~ ~ t a r , ,  
etc  ~n 

i1utv 

obstructing 

< \ecutlon of 

tion o f  

47. (1) \I’here it appears to the Commissioner that a 
ii i i i ldit  AI-, \7illnge Comniissioii or Group Commission, or a 
member of any such Commission, has made default in the 
performance of any duties under this Law or in enforcing 
any of the provisions of this Law or any Regulations made 
thereunder, the Commissioner niay make an order limiting a 
time for the performance of the duty in respect of which the 
default has been made. 

(2) If the duty is not performed by the time limited 
in the order, the Commissioner may appoint a temporary 
board consisting of one or more persons to perform such 
p.irticular ciiity and  shnll by order direct that the expenses 
of pcrforniing the snmc sliall 1)c paid by the Village Com- 
mission or the Groiil) Commission, as the case may be, 
conccmied, and m y  o r d r ~  made for the payment of such 
espeiiscs inay l)c reinoved into the District Court of the 
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District in which the village or villages over which the 
defaulting mukhtar, Village Commission or Group Com- 
mission, as the case may be, exercises authority is situate, 
and such order shall thereupon be enforced as if the same 
were an order of such Court. 

The Commissioner may from time to time change the 
constitution of any such board. 

(3) Any temporary board appointed under this section 
sha1l;in the Performance of such duty, be invested with all 
the powers necessary for the performance of such duty. 
(4) Any sum specified in an order of the commissioner 1 for the payment of the expenses of performing the duty of a 

defaulting mukht ar, Village Commission or Group Com- ' mission, as the case may be, shall be deemed to be expenses 
iu-operly incurred by such Village Commission or Group 
('ommission and to be a debt due from the Village Commis- 
sion or Group Commission, as the case may be, and payable 
out of any moneys held on behalf of the Village Commission 
or Group Commission, as the case may be, or out of any fee, 
charge or rate applicable to the payment of any expenses 
properly incurred by any such Commission. 

(5) The provisions of this section may be invoked in 
addition to, or in lieu of, any other action which may be 
taken, under this or any other Law in force for the time 
being, in respect of any default in the performance of any 
duties under this Law. 

make Regulations to be published in the Gazette for all or 
any of the following matters, that is to say- 

( U )  the forms and books to be used; 
( b )  the manner of keeping books; 
(c)  the procedure of a Village Commission or Group 

Commission when hearing claims made under 
this Law; 

48. The Governor in Council may from time to time P o ~ e r t o  
Governor 

t o  make 
Regulations. 

council 

(a) the discipline of rural constables; 
(e) generally, for the better carrying out of the purposes 

of this Law. 
49. The Governor, with the assistance and advice of the Rulesof 

Chief Justice, may from time to time by writing under 
the hand and official seal of the Governor and the hani- of 
the Chief Justice, make, alter and revoke Rules of C, xrt 
regulating the practice and procedure of any Court un Xer 
this Law. 




