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1. This Law may be cited as the Marriage Law. 
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MARRIAGE. [CAP. 279. 3 

2. In this Law- ! 11 terpre- 
tal i i ' i i .  

" Marriage Officer " means a person appointed to be 

" Registered Minister " nieans a minister of religion 
a Marriage Officer for the purposes of this Law; 

who is registered under the provisions of this Law: 
Provided that any niiiiister of the Greek-Orthodox Church 5 of 3 / 3 1 .  

shall, when celebrating any marriage the parties to which 
are not both members of the Greek-Orthodox Church, be 
deemed to be a Registered Minister for the purposes of 
Ihis Law. 

3. The Governor may, for the purposes of this Law, from :;T?;r 
t h e  to time appoint for each district of the Colony such 
number of Marriage Officers as he thinks fit, and may 
reiiii tve any such Ma-riage Officer. Until the Governor 
shall otherwise provide, every Conmissioner shall be a 
Marriage Officer for his district. 

4. The Adniinistiative Secretary upon receiving a Registratio11 
requisition in writing in the iiame of any accredited or 
recognized minister of any Christian or Jewish Church, 
denominat ion or body, ordinarily ofikiating as such, under 
the hanu. of such minister, and of the recognized head of the 
denomination to which he belongs (such writing specifying 
his religious denominat ion arid designation, and his resi- 
dence, 2nd desiring that his name inay be registered as a 
rninistc>r for ciLlebrating marriages), shall forthwith, without 
fee, register- the name of such minister with the foregoing 
particulars in a register book to be kept by him for that 
purpose : 

Provided always that if for any serious or notorious cause 
the Governor desires to exclude any minister so applying 
from being registered as a minister for celebrating marriages 
or to remove the name of any minister from the register after 
he has been so registered he shall refer the matter in the first 
place to the recognized head of the denomination to which 
such minister belongs and if the recognized head of such 
denomination as aforesaid does not agree to such exclusion 
or removal the matter shall be referred to the Administra- 
tive Secretary for final decision, and pending his decision 2 of 19/25. 
no step shall be taken to remove any such minister 
and a minister for whose inclusion in the register a requisi- 
tion as aforesaid has been made shall be provisionally 
registered. 

of ministers. 
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of 5. The Administrative Secretary shall publish in the 

ministersto Gazette, within one month after receiving the same, the 
bepubhhed. name of every minister which shall have been sent to him, 

in the manner and containing the particulars in that behalf 
aforesaid, and which shall have been by him registered 
accordingly; and he shall further, in the month of January 
in every year, publish in the Gazette the names of all 
ministers then duly registered with their designations, 
denominations and residences. 

6. Whenever any person desires to contract a marriage in 
the Colony, each of the parties to the intended marriage 
shall, under his or her hand, give notice thereof to a Marriage 
Officer of the district wherein such party has his or her 
abode; such notice shall be as near as may be in the form 
A in the First Schedule hereto, and shall be signed by the 
person by whom it is given. 
7. The Marriage Officer to whom such notice is addressed 

shall file the same in his office, and shall enter a copy 
thereof, with the date of entry, in a book to be kept by him 
for that purpose (which book shall be open to inspection by 
any person during office hours), and shall cause a copy or 
copies of such notice to be posted in some public place or 
places in the town or village in which either or both of the 
parties to the intended marriage reside, and to remain so 
bosted until he shall issue a ccrtificate in respect of such 
intended marriage as hereinafter provided, or until the 
expiration of t h e e  months from the date of the notice; 
and if either of the  parties to the intended marriage is a 
subject of a foreign government having r2 Consul in Cyprus, 
the Rlar: kge  Officer shall forivard to the Cyprus Consulate 
of such Government a certified copy of the notice of 
mar1 iage. 

Certificate 8. At any time not more than three months nor less than 
byhlarrlage fifteen days after the giving of such notice, the Marriage 
Ofticer. Officer receiving the same, or some other Marriage Officer of 

the same district, shall, on the request of the party to the 
intended marriage, giving the notice, give to him or her a 
certificate, as near as may be in the form B in the First 

Schedule. Schedule, unless the issue of such certificate has been 
forbidden in the manner hereinafter provided by some 
person hereby authorized to forbid it. 

9. If the marriage does not take place within three 
months after giving the above notices the notices given, and 
all proceedings consequent thereupon, shall be void. 

registered 

Notice of 

marriage. 
intended 

First 

x~tice to be 

published. 
filed and 

to be issued 

First 

When notice 
void. 
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10. The Governor may, in ~ x i .  of ;in intended marriage, +c-L-ial 
when he sees fit , grant ;I spwial licence as near as may be in ''l.i'i".cs. 

the form C in tlie First Scl~c~du!e, dispcmsing with notices or 1:irst 
certificates, or botli, a n c ~  ;tiit Iiorizing t ~ i e  celebration of Sclicdu'c. 
marriage between the pni-ties namcd in the special licence 
at any time or place therein specified. 

11. Before a Marriage Officer issues any certificate the 1)ecIaration 
person applying for the certificate to the intended marriage $ ~ ~ ~ e s  
shall appear personally before him, arid before the Governor iiiipediincnt. 
grants any special licence, each of the parties to the in- 
tended marriage shall appex  personallv hefore such person 
as the Governor slid1 appoint for that p-urpose, and in either 
case make a declaration on oath or solcmn afiriiiat ion 
(which tlie Marriage Officer and every person appointed by 
the Governor to take such declaration is hereby empowered 
to adniinister or receive) that he or she knows of no 
ixnpedinient or lawful hindrance to the marriage, and either 
that the consent of the p r t i e s  required by this La\\. to 
consent to the marriage has been obt'iined, or tliat 110 such 
consent is required. E1w-y such declar'ition shrill be 
reduced to ivriting and be signed by the person making it. 

12. If 
widower 
written ( 

either party to  the intended marriage, not being a Consent of 
or a widow, is under tnenty-one years of age, the goardlans. 
.onsent of the father, or, i f  he be dead or incapable 

of consenting, of the Inother, or, i f  both be dead or incapable 
of conwiting, of the lawful gunrcliari of such party, must be 
produced to the RIaI-riage Officer before he issues a certificate 
or to  the Governor before he grants a licence. 

parents or 

13. If there be no parent or guardian of such party If  no parent 

of Chief 
o r  guardian residing in the Colony arid capable of consenting, the Chief 

Justice may, on the application of the person applying for Justice. 
the certificate, give his consent in writing to the marriage 
if, upon inquiry the marriage appears to him to be proper. 
Such consent shall be as effectual for the purposes of this 
Law as if it had been the consent of the father, mother or 
guardian. 

14. Any person whose consent is required as aforesaid Forbidding 
may forbid the issue of the Marriage Officer's certificate by ~ ~ ~ & , .  
serving on the Marriage Officer notice in writing setting 
forth his or her name, occupation and address, and the 
character in which he or she forbids the issue of the 
certificate. 

c .  -v. dt 
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Question= 

forbid 
referredto 

Justice. 

65. If the person applying for the certificate alleges that 
the person forbidding the issue of the certificate i s  not 
authorized so t o  do, the Marriage Officer concerned shall 
refer the matter to the Chief Justice, who shall decide 
thereupon in a summary way, and hi5 decision sball be 
final, and if he shall decide that the person forbidding the 
issue of the certificate was not authorized so to do, the 
period which shall have elapsed between the date of the 
notice forbidding the issue of the certificate and the date of 
such decision shall not be reckoned as part of the three 
months within which the certificate may be issued. 

to  right to  

Chief 

IIarriages to 16. The marriage of any person may be celebrated in the 
13 y Colony by any Registered Minister according to the rites 
Keglsttrcd and ceremonies of marriage observed by the church, 
\larriagc. denomination or body to which such minister belongs, or 
( ) f f lC e1 by any Marriage Officer at his office, provided that in either 

case the marriage be celebrated in the presence of two or 
inore witnesses with open doors, but no Marriage Officer 
or Registered Minister shall celebrate any such marriage 
before the certificates of a 31arriage Officer or the special 
licence of the Governor by this Law provided for, have or 
has first been obtained and produced to him. 

be ~ l e l i r a t c d  

3linister ( ~ r  

Ceremonyby Marriagp 17. The form of celebration of marriage by a Marriage 
Officer Officer shall be as fo1lon.s :--The Marriage Officer shall 

address the partics in the following words:-"I<now ye, 
A.B. and C.D., tli,it hg7 the  jmblic taking of each other as 
man and wif(3 In my 1~rcscncc~, and in the presence of the 
persons m \ t -  Iiere, and  by the subsequent attestation thereof 
by sigi;iiig your names to that effect, you become legally 
married to each other for all lmrposes of the Civil Law, and 
know ye further, that this marriage cannot be dissolved 
during your life-time except by a valid judgment of divorce, 
and that if either of you (before the death of the other) shall 
contract anot her marriage while this remains undissolved, 
you will thereby be guilty of bigamy, and be liable to the 
punishment inflicted for that  offence;" and each of the 
parties shall then say to the other---"I call upon all persons 
here present to witness that I,  A B . ,  do take thee, C.D., to 
be my lswful wife (or husband)." 

18. Iinmediat ely upon the celebra t ion of a marriage under 
this Law, a certificate ill duplicate, as near as may be 
according to the form 1) in tlic First Schedule, shall be 
signed h ~ 7  the Registered Miiiistc.1- or Marriage Officer who 

certlficalc of 

First 

inarriagr 

Schcdulc 
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celebrates the marriage, and by the parties to the marriage, 
and by two or more witnesses to the same, one of which 
certificates shall be delivered l o  tlie parties to tlie marriage, 
and the other shall, within seven days thereafter, be 
transmitted by the Registered Minister or Marriage Officer 
to the Administrative Secretary, who shall file and record 
the same in his office. 

19. The Administrative Secretary shall register all certifi- Afarriage 
cates of marriage filed in his office in such order and manner ~ ~ ~ ~ a t e s  
as he thinks most convenient for easy reference thereto. registered. 

20. Any certificate of' a inarriage under this Law filed in Certified 
the office of the Administrative Secretary or a copy thereof evlde,lce, 
purporting to be signed and certified as a true copy by the 
Administrative Secretary, shall be admissible as evidence 
of the marriage to rvhich it relates in anj- Court of Justice 
or before any person authorized by law or by consent of 
parties to hear, receive and esaniihe evidence. 

effect shall be valid if both parti& kno\vingly and wilfully 
acquiesce in its celebration under false name or names, or 
without either certificates or licence duly issued under this 
Law, or by a person not being a Registered Minister or 
Marriage Officer; but, save as aforesaid, no marriage shall 
be deenied invalid by reason that any provision of this 
Law has not been co~nylied with, but no marriage celebrated 
in Cyprus under this Law s1i;tll bc \-did u4iicli if crlekrat ed 
in the c o w t r y  to which either of the parties to the marriage 
belongs, ii'oiild be null and void on the ground of kindred 
or affinity: 

marriage in avticulo mortis, or in any other circumstances ~ ~ ~ ~ , : "  
in which it is desirable or necessary according to the Canon 5 0f3/37. 
Law of the Church to which he belongs that a marriage 
should be celebrated and it does not appear reasonably 
possible to comply with the requirements of this Law 
according to the Canon Law of his Church, but that 
immediately after such marriage he shall send a certificate First 
of such marriage in the form provided in the First Schedule !&hedd,,. 
hereto, (form D), to the Administrative Secretary, together 
with a declaration that no impediment to the marriage 
exists and that it was duly performed with all the for- 
malities of the Canon Law and such marriage shall have no 
civil effect, until such certificate and declaration have been 
received by the Administrative Secretary. 

d l  (4 

copies to be 

21. No marriage celebrated in Cyprus after this Law takes \\'hat 

I'rovided that a minister of religion may celebrate a Jtarirage in 
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Officiating 
in contra- 
vention of 
Law. 

5 nf 3/37.  

1;;iiling t <  i 
t ri tnsmit 
0 t t i ! i c n t ~ ,  

i L 3 i .  

L)elaclns 
ilnticcs 

Forging 
certilicatcz. 

Otficiating 
\ V i t l l O U t  
k i n g  
qiidified. 

Jririsclic.1 i lm  

22. Any person who wilfully makes or inserts any false 
statement in any declaration, certificate or other dodument 
required by this Law to be made or issued, shall be liable to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding two years. 

23. Any Registered Minister or Marriage Officer who 
wilfully celebrates a marriage contrary to any of the pro- 
visions of this I,anr, or knowing that any provision of this 
Law has not been complied with, shall be liable to irnprison- 
ment for any term not exceeding two years: 

Provided that a Registered Minister celebrating a 
marriage in accordance with the Canon Law of his Church 
under and in accordance with the provisions of the proviso 
to section 21 of this Law shaL! not be liable to a penalty 
under this section. 

24. ( I  ) .!nv Registered Minister or Marriage Officer n.ho, 
atter c~e1eI)ratiii.g a niarriage uncier this La\\-. fails, without 
reasonable cause, t o  transniit nithin seven d a w  thereafter 
the certific'ite thereof to the ;Idministrative S&retary shall 
he liable to ;I penaltv not esceeding ten pounds. 

(2 )  Anv niinister of religion who after celebrating a 
niarriage in accordance with the provisions of the proviso 
t o  section 21 of this h n - ,  fails, \vithout reasonable excuse, 
t o  send <t  cwtific,i:c tliereof together uitli a deslaration to 
I lit. Administ 1 t 1 i - c  Sec-1-t.t arv as by such proviso required 
s1iaI1 be liable to a penalty llot exceeding ten pounds. 

25. .lnv pi \on \\-lie 11 ilfullv renio\w, defaces, alteis or 
destro\~s ;\ii\- c - 0 1 ) ~  of a notice' of intended marriage iswed 
undei 't l i t ,  prol-i<ioiiG of tliis T A W  s~iall be liable to a penalty 
not e\cwding fii\.c pounds. 
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32. Every Marriage Officer shall supply fo rm of notice of AIa11lw 
ofhcer\ t o  
supplv 
forms 

33. (1) Where a marriage is intended to be contracted in R r l t 1 ~  
YubjeLts 111 Cyprus between a Rritish subject resident in Cyprus and a C , p r l l \  a l , t l  

British subject resident in the United Kingdom of Great ;n;;;d 
Britain and Northern Ireland, a certificate for marriage Jilnqtlol,, 

issued in England by a superintendent registrar, or in 
Scotland or Northern Ireland by a registrar, shall in 
Cyprus have the same effect as a certificate issued by a 
Marriage Officer. 

(2) IVhere a marriage is intended to be solemnized or 
contracted in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland between a British subject resident in 
England, Scotland or Northern Ireland and a British 
subject resident in Cyprus, n Marriage Officer’s certificate 
may be issued in Cyprus by a Marriage Officer in like 
manner as if the marriage was to be contracted under 
circumstances requiring the issue oi such a certificate, and 
as if both of such British subjects were resident in Cyprus. 

(3) For the purpose of this section “certificate for 
marriage ” in reference to certificates issued in Scotland 
shall mean a certificate of due proclamation of notice of 

marriage gratuitously to any person applying for them. 

intention to marry. Law not to 

Turks 
appLy to 

marriage ir? which either of the parties is a Turk professing Xf;;alem 34. The provisions of this Law shall not apply to any professing 

the Moslem faith. faith. 
L of 37/54 

l 
t 

35. Where a marriage has been or shall be solemnized ;:;:?a- 

outside Cyprus (whether before or after the commencement Greek- 
of this Law) by a minister of the Greek-Orthodox Church QfihodQx marriages 

29. The fees specified in the Second Schedule to this 
Second Law shall be charged and paid in respect of the several S(.l,edub, 

matters specified therein. 2 of9 /52  

30. The Governor may reduce in amount any fees Remltineul ’ of fees payable under this Law, or wholly remit them. 

31. The Administrative Secretary shall cause to be 1sI,Ims hJ 

supplied to every Marriage Officer printed forms of notices 
of marriages and of certificates, to be issued under this t ia tnc 
Law, and also printed forms of certificates of marriage in gz::tal\ 

I” 

the form D in the First Schedule. Schedule 



10 

Cyprus. 
outside 

5 of 3/37. 

Application 
of Law to 
Greek- 
Orthodox 
Church. 
5 of 3/37. 
Repeal. 
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in accordance with the rites and ceremonies of that Church 
between persons both of whom are members of the Greek- 
Orthodox Church such marriage shall be valid in Cyprus 
for all intents and purposes and no decree of any ecclesiasti- 
cal authority or tribunal shall affect the validity of such 
marriage except a decree of the competent ecclesiastical 
authority or tribunal of the place or country in which such 
marriage has been solemnized. 

36. Subject to the provisions of section 35, the provisions 
of this Law shall not apply to any marriage the parties to 
which are both members of the Greek-Orthodox Church. 

37. The British Subjects’ Marriage Laws, 1889 and 1921, 
are hereby repealed : 

Providdd that :- 
(a) the  said I>an-s shall continue to apply to every 

marriage contracted thereunder or validated 
thereby as if this Law had not been made; 

(b)  every notice gii,en, certificate issued, or caveat 
entered under the said Laws shall be deemed 
to have been given, issued, granted and entered 
under this Law. 

I; I liST SCHEDI’LF:. 

(Srclion 6.) 
NOTICE OF 3l.wict.m< TO BE GIVEN RT EACH P.\RTY TO THE MARRIAGE. 

To the h1arri;igc Officcr Tor the 1)istric.t of 
I hereby give you noticc- that a marriage is intended to bc had within 

three months from thc datc licrcof between me and the other person herein 
named and dcscribed; that is to say:- 

F O R M  -4. 

Ranl, Dwelling Consent, if any, 
Name. 1 Condition. I or I .\ge. I place. 1 by 

L’rofession. whom given. 

Witness niy hand this 

Jolin H .  
or Mary G. 
(as the case may be). 

day of 19 
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FORM B. 
(Sectioir. 8.) 

MARRIAGE. 
, do hereby 

certify that on the day of 19 , notice was 
duly entered in the Marriage Notice Book of the said District of the 
marriage intended between the persons therein named and described, 
delivered under the hand of John H.,  [or Mary G.] one of the parties; 
that is to say:- 

MARRIAGE OFFICER’S CERTlFICATE TO BE GIVEN TO EACH PARTY TO THE 

I, A .  B., Marriage Officer in the District of 

_ -  
Hank or Dwelling 

Name. Condition. Profession. Age. 

John H.  

dlary G .  5ppinstev. M i n o r .  Lavnaca. 

The issue of this certificate has not 
been forbidden by any person 
authorized to forbid the same. 

(Signed) A .  B., 
Marriage Officer. 

i Date of notice entered 
Date of certificate given 

Witness my hand this 
19 . 

day of 10 . 

This certificate will be void unless the marriage is solemnized on or 
before the day of 19 

FORM c. 
(Section 10.) 

SPECIAL LICENCE BY THE GOVERNOII. 

Whereas John H .  and Mary G. desire to marry, and sufficient cause has 
been shown to me why such marriage should be allowed without the 
formalities prescribed by the Marriage Law. 

Now, therefore, in pursuance of the said Law, I do dispense with the 
giving of notices and the issuing of the certificate thereby prescribed, and 
do hereby authorize any competent person to celebrate marriage between 
the said John H.  and Mary G .  at upon the day d 

19 
(Signed) 

GOVERNOR. 
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Name 

I'arties. 

__ .. 

FORM D. 
(Sections 18 and 21.) 

CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE. 
Marriage Solemnized a t  in the District of Cyprus. 

Married in the 
of the 
1Tlay I)?) . 

according to the Rites and Ceremonie5 
. 13j, me [ A B .  Marriage Officer (as the caw 

'Illis marriage. \va. J r J t j t  H .  I n  the l) .Q.,  Clerk, Sicosia. 
.x~lenmizcd bt.tnren us,{.U~t~y H.}presencc[HP,ity S., Merchant, 

'l'hc above is a ti-ucl Copy of the Marriage Register, the said Register 

Extracted this day of in  the year of Our 

of us,  (Larnaca. 

being legally i n  in!. ciistody. 

I.ord One thousand nine hundred and 

S . H - - - ' I l i ~ ~  parts of t Iic a h v c  forms which art> printed i i i  italics are to br 
By me, [STAMP.] 

fillt,tl 111) a.; thc caw may i-equirc. 

SECOND SCHEDIJLIL 
(Sectioic 29.) 

FEES.  

For filing and publishing iioticc of marriage ... ... 

For marriage by Marriage Officcr- ... ... ... 
For a sprcial liccncr . , . ... ... ... ... 

For certificate of notice ... ... ... ... ... 
For each certified copy of a certificate of marriage ... 

mils. 
... -_ 250 
... ._ 250 
... -. 100 
... -_ 500 
... 10 0 0 


